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» among men; 


Worthy of Re-atfirmation 


Declaration Adopted in 1918 


THe Ways and Means Committee c] 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer 
ica recommended the following declaj 
ration on the religious and moral issue 
of the first world war. It was adoptec 
“WE DECLARE: 

“J. That our hearts are deeply move¢ 
with joy because our arms have suc} 
ceeded in overthrowing autocracy}\ 
opening up the way for a larger lib 
erty, and standing ready to oppose a 
anarchy among: the people of Europe; 

“2. That in common with all our fel 
low-citizens we rejoice at the momen 
tous tidings that the great world wai 
is ended, the tremendous loss of life i 
stopped, autocracy overthrown, lust fo} 
empire punished, and the peoples oj 
the world made more free; and that w 
give praise to Almighty God for the 
victory which He granted our arms, re-} 
joice in the prospect of a just peace 
and pray that the counsels of our rep 
resentatives and those of our associates 
may be guided wisely so that right 
eousness may be firmly establishe 


“3. That to maintain the order of the] 
world we favor such an agreement o 
nations as shall be entirely unbiase 
and just to all who obey the laws that 
make for the comnion welfare of man-| 
kind, and as shall have adequate power 
to protect and defend the nations 
against any and all aggressors; 

“4. That there can be no final unity’ 
of mankind apart from the teachings of! 
Jesus Christ, and that we will support’ 
all legitimate means in agreement with) 
the pure Gospel to further the vital 
unity of mankind; 

“5. That we consider it especially in) 
consonance with the Gospel, that the: 
weak and small nations shall be given 
free, full and unhampered opportunity | 


(Continued on page 29) 
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Which of You by Taking Thought? 


SomMEwuaT frequently in our trolley car journeys to work, an elderly man 
boards the same street car, doubtless also en route to his employment. The 
expression on his countenance would imply a burden of worries beyond any 
human’s ability to bear them. They cannot possibly be as serious as his facial 
attitude would suggest: such a weight of anxiety would speedily crush him. 

Tur LUTHERAN deems it timely to advise people against being “possessed”’ 
by their worries. We use the word “possessed” advisedly: a pervading habit 
of seeing the dark side of life, and only the dark side, is not beyond acquiring. 
Even secular wisdom has taken account of the self-developed loss of happiness 
by those who are “divided in their minds.” None of the dark prophecies of 
complete disaster has been fulfilled. God has not yet acted in judgment on the 
world’s wickedness. The four Horsemen of the Apocalypse have yet to assail us. 

Our Christian religion does not promise total freedom from the ills of living: 
on the contrary, we are taught that so long as we are in the world, we must 
expect to encounter the earth’s rains and storms as well as its sunshine. But 
no trial will assail us which is not common to man; and for every trial there is 
a way of escape in readiness. 

It is in the strength of such provision and protection that we face each day 
with cheerfulness and wait on the Lord for strength to meet our share of both 


sorrow and joy. 
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Churches begin building 

Biccest building program in the his- 
tory of the church is just ahead, says 
Elbert M. Conover, of the Interdenom- 
inational Bureau of Architecture. 

Six hundred million dollars will be 
spent by churches in the United States, 
estimates Dr. Conover. Churches will 
try to make up for the lag in building 
activities which resulted from fourteen 
years of depression and war. 

The Conover estimate is highly con- 
servative in comparison with that of 
Paul H. Herbert, based on the survey 
recently completed by the Tile Council 
of America. Mr. Herbert says from 
$1,750,000,000 to $2,000,000,000 will be 
spent on church building in the next 
five years. 

“Results of the survey showed that 
in the Catholic field alone more than 
350 architects are specializing in church 
construction,” Mr. Herbert states. “One 
architect already has work totaling 
$27,000,000, while others are busy on 
plans calling for $5,000,000 to $11,000,000 
of construction.” 

Modernistic architecture will not be 
popular in the big construction pro- 
gram. Gothic, Tudor, and Colonial 
styles will prevail. 


Champaign case 

THE case of Mrs. Vashti McCollum 
against the school board in Champaign, 
Ill, comes up for trial on September 
10. In this case Mrs. McCollum is pro- 
testing against a _ thirty-minutes-a- 
week class in religious education which 
is conducted in the public schools. Re- 
ligious groups in the Chicago area are 
raising $5,000 toward the expenses of 
the Champaign city school board in its 
defense against the McCollum position. 
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‘other assistance, Catholic spokesmen 
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Another angle on the church-school}} 
situation appears in the proposed bill }} 
in the U. S. Congress which would pro- }} 
vide federal funds for church colleges. 
Many of the colleges are in great war- } 
time difficulty because of their low en-|}) 
rollments. Hearings on H.R. 3116 have jf} 
been held by the House Committee on |}) 
Education. 

Roman Catholics are particularly fa- 
vorable toward the proposed federal |}, 
aid to church colleges. The Rev. W. E. 
McManus in the New World sees the 
bill as “an admirable pattern for fed- |}} 
eral aid-to-education legislation.” Fed- |} 
eral aid to non-public schools might be 
extended to include lunches for chil- 
dren in parochial schools, as well as 


mention. 


Beginning again 

“Doors Open—Send Men,” cabled 
Dr. Theodore P. Fricke to American jf) 
Lutheran Church headquarters after | 
surveying prospects in New Guinea. iy 

Six of the missionaries who formerly 
served in this field are going back, 
along with five new men, as soon as 
transportation to the South Pacific is 
available. 

Before the war the American Lu- 
theran staff in New Guinea consisted 
of eighteen ordained missionaries, four- | 
teen lay missionaries, two doctors, three | 
nurses. Sixteen men and three women |} 
were taken by the Japanese in 1942. 
Nine have been killed. Eight were lib- 
erated when American forces entered | 
Hollandia. Two are still missing. | 

The Rev. Mr. Fricke, commissioner 
of the ALC Board of Foreign Missions, 
is touring the Australia and New | 
Guinea area, and will go on to India. 
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Danish Church to Aid Europe’s Reconstruction 


By Bishop Hans Fuglsang-Damgaard, 


Primate of the Lutheran Church of Denmark 


. CopENHAGEN.—The Danish Church stands ready to take its part in the estab- 
lishment of a new era of stability and peace in Europe. Our church leaders are 
looking forward to resumption of close ties with churches in other countries. 
Great things are expected from the ecumenical (church co-operation) movement 


in bringing about conciliation and 
friendship between peoples and over- 
coming the spirit of hatred and revenge. 

The churches of Denmark will make 
it a point of honor to help the war- 
ravaged countries. We will prove we 
are grateful and cheerful givers. A 
feeling of sincere and deep gratitude 
toward the Allied powers is in every 
Dane’s mind. We know that it is their 
victory that became our victory. 

We rejoice that Denmark is free 
again. We rejoice that God, in His 
great grace and mercy, caused the war 
to stop outside our very door. During 
the war’s last years there was a grow- 
ing fear in our hearts that Denmark 
would be made a battlefield and our 
towns and cities share the fate of other 
afflicted countries. 

We are determined that liberation 
will not be followed by acts of venge- 
ance and private justice, but that retri- 
bution against traitors will come 
through the just and orderly processes 
of law. It is our unanimous wish that 
the air may be purified in Denmark, but 
it must be done in the spirit of law. 

I am extraordinarily glad to send 
greetings to America. There are many 
ties that knit us closely together. We 
have admired America’s glorious con- 
tribution in the fight for Europe’s lib- 
eration. The spirit and ideals of the 
late President Roosevelt have been a 
great inspiration to us, born as they 
were of deep Christian and human un- 
derstanding. 

During the war, we secretly received 
inquiries from this great and generous 
friend across the Atlantic as to what 
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Bishop Fuglsang-Damgaard 
Religious News Service Photo 


we needed, how we could be helped. 
The war was scarcely over when our 
American friends came to us with of- 
fers of assistance. It was the same in 
other countries where the people are 
suffering and in want. These gestures 


were in accordance with the best 
American traditions. They were a 
translation into action of President 


Roosevelt’s cherished desire that the 
peoples of the world should be free 
from terror and should not live in want. 
We thank and pay homage to Amer- 

ica for its fight for freedom and its 
contributions toward the peace. The 
Danish Church feels humble in this 
hour of rebirth. It faces gladly and 
willingly its obligation to do all it can 
for the less fortunate, and deeply af- 
flicted communities of Europe. 

Copyright, 1945, by Religious News Service 
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IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


The Western Hemisphere is to have 
a concerted and co-operative census in 
1950, and the first steps of preparation 
have already been taken. Next year 
the practical operations of a “census 
school” will be inaugurated in some 
central Latin-American city. Some of 
our own census Officials, as having had 
the largest experience, will instruct the 
Latin co-operators in the most efficient 
procedure. This will be highly neces- 
sary for several of the Latin-Amer- 
ican states. Ecuador has never taken a 
census. Bolivia’s last attempt occurred 
in 1900. Paraguay began a census in 
1935, but never finished it. Heretofore 
Latin-America’s awareness of her pop- 
ulation has been very hazy. But the 
changing world scene, the need for her 
resources and emergency beginnings of 
industrial plants within her borders, 
has awakened her to the need of plan- 
ning for trade, for industrial expansion 
and ... just to know with whom she 
has to work. 


The Russian Orthodox Church in 
America has just come out (July 25) 
with a declaration of independence of 
its own. It is a good month for that. 
Its Metropolitan Council, representing 
more than 1,000,000 communicants in 
371 parishes, refused to submit to the 
demands of Patriarch Alexey of Mos- 
cow, that the American organization 
-reunite with the Church in Russia. 
(The separation occurred when the 
late head of the Russian Church, Met- 
ropolitan Sergius, suspended the Amer- 
ican organization in 1933 for refusing 
to pledge loyalty to the Soviet Govern- 
ment.) The Orthodox authorities here 
were unwilling to submit to the latest 
demands, because their church is “an 


6 


ity Gallus Fe Seca 


American church, and an American 
church it must continue to be”; nearly }} 
all their parishioners and clergy are }) 
American or Canadian citizens. An- |) 
other requirement just made from Rus- |}, 
sia was that the American church must 
renounce political activities against the 
USSR. They were willing to agree to 
that if it did net mean the surrender |] 
of the right to free speech and faith, 
and the moral right to criticize any acts |} 
of government which it considered |} 
wrong. The Metropolitan Council faces |] 
the possibility of “diplomatic and legal 
action by the Soviet Government. to 
compel obedience of the Council to the 
Moscow patriarchate, involving also a 
conflict over control of the property 
held by the Russian Orthodox Church 
in this country.” Whether that can be 
made to stick remains to be seen. 


Just Why 6,000,000 tons of coal must 
be taken from our dwindling home |}) 
supplies and sent to Europe, grows |] 
continually more confusing to a dis- 
turbed public. ‘The explanations deal- 
ing with lack of miners, shorter work 
weeks and extra pay, limited prices, |} 
lack of transportation facilities abroad, | 
etc., leave the fundamental questions | 
in a muddle. The following statements } 
are creditable. Europe has plenty of | 
coal underground. England has rich ] 
mines; aside from her recent commit- 
ment to full employment, she needs 
the traffic commercially to help her 
weakened finances. Belgium has plenty 
of coal; has recently received German 
prisoners of war to help work them, 
and then indulges in strikes. There is 
lots of coal in the Saar and Ruhr basins, 
and the quick rehabilitation of their 
mines is said not to be too difficult. Be- 
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sides, Germany has large _ surface 
stretches of lignite coal that could be 
quickly utilized. Poland has coal for 
which Sweden is already bidding, and 
Russia expects to tap it also, though she 
has vast coal fields of her own. If the 
rehabilitation of Europe is of the first 
importance, encouraged and aided self- 
help would seem to be the most logical 
plan to follow. Incidentally, the use of 
the European deposits would remove 
the further burdening of our own al- 
ready overtried transportation system. 
Theirs would be a much shorter haul. 
Certainly our home consumers are not 
happy under threats of winter cold. 


When Franco’s Nationalists overcame 
the Spanish Republic with the help of 
Hitler and Mussolini, he had also the 
blessing and hearty co-operation of the 
Holy Church in Spain. It was a jolt, 
therefore, when the hierarchy, expect- 
ing a free hand again with the ousting 
of the Republic, found itself subject to 
various limitations imposed by the 
dominant Falangists. Now the Falan- 
gists are on the defensive, and the 
Church in Spain has moved in to claim, 
(1) that it must be the national church; 
(2) that the existing limited laws on 
religious rights must be narrowed to 
forbid any other public religious serv- 
ices than their own, though individuals 
may worship otherwise privately, but 
subject to certain penalties for the act; 
(3) that the Church must have the 
chief control in education and youth 
movements. In other words, there must 
be one voice, one mind and one will in 
Spain, and that must be of the Church. 


The New Labor Government in 
Britain was quick to promise “swift 
action” on the India problem. Sir Staf- 
ford Cripps, in his new office as pres- 
ident of the Board of Trade, says the 
new government intends to move for 
“a permanent settlement” of this trou- 
blesome question. He ought to know 
the difficulties, considering his own 
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conspicuous failure, when his mission 
last year wrecked upon the racial and 
religious antagonisms that plague India. 
These still exist. Mohammedans and 
Hindus alike are hostile to compromise, 
and recently a new element entered 
the controversy. Lord Wavell has re- 
ceived a protest against “the non-rep- 
resentation of Indian Christians at the 
Simla Conference.” It was made by 
forty native Christian leaders of Prot- 
estant and Catholic organizations. They 
have need to protest, for they would 
have little or no security in India un- 
less their rights were definitely safe- 
guarded beforehand. The plan proposed 
by the Labor government is a general 
election in India to choose a con- 
stituent assembly to frame a new con- 
stitution, in which “no single Indian 
party” would be allowed to retard the 
plan effectively. The plan also carries 
with it the possible establishment of a 
“loose” federation of states. That would 
mean that the “Pakistan” idea is to be 
offered; but that is the rock that might 
wreck the whole project. The Hindus 
do not like it. 


Notes Norwegian: Closed since the 
fall of 1943, the Law and Medical 
Schools of Norway have opened to a 
student body three times the size of 
pre-war days. ... Everybody was wear- 
ing a red carnation for King Haakon’s 
birthday (August 3). The citizens made 
a special point of it because, during 
the occupation, many went to prison 
for wearing the King’s favorite flower. 
... Oslo’s newest daily, Verdens Gang, 
reports that more than 2,000 Norwe- 
gians have married British girls during 
the war. In the meantime Norway has 
not done so badly at home. Her pop- 
ulation went over 3,000,000 during the 
war, an increase of more than 200,000 
since 1939... . Villagers on Krakeroey 
Island unearthed a 7,000-year-old skel- 
eton while digging a well. This is con- 
sidered the most important archaeo- 
logical find of the century. 


Amos J. Traver, 


D.D., 
President of the 
Parish and 
Church School 
Board 


“Ten he made a tour round about 
the villages teaching. And summoning 
the twelve he proceeded to send them 
out, two by two.” Mark 6:6b-7. 
(Moffatt Translation.) 

Jesus was a tourist. We forget that 
before the throngs came to Him, He 
had gone to them. By all human cal- 
culations He would have lived and died 
the Carpenter of Nazareth unless He 
had gone up and down the dusty lanes 
of Palestine preaching, teaching and 
healing. He had come to seek and to 
save the lost. He loved to call Himself 
Shepherd; and a shepherd of the East 
could not rest in the gate of the fold 
while there was one lost lamb. 


Our churches and church schools ate 


geographically located on the corner 
of Main and High streets, or at the 
forks in a country road. There we have 
built them of wood and brick and stone. 
The invitation to come rings out from 
their bells, and yet more than half of 
those who hear never worship before 
our altars. We scold and complain 
about the awful secularism of our age 
and continue our stated hours of meet- 
ing for the good folks who come. We 
rightly thank God for the faithful rem- 
nant. But what about the unreached 
majority? 


Compassion 

Compassion for the multitude drew 
Jesus out into His grand tour of the 
villages. Read the parallel account in 


8 


REACHING AND TEACHING 


A Sermon for Parish Education Month 
By AMOS J. TRAVER, Springfield, Ohio 


Matthew 9, and feel with the Divine 
Tourist a consuming pity for the un- 
reached. He read their hearts and un-- 
derstood their longings. They were like 
ripe grain, ready for the harvest—they) 
must. be tended now or the grain would) 
fall useless to the earth. 

Compassion is a great word. It is the 
perfect word to describe the Lord, 


Reaching 


“Who was touched with our infirmities,” 
“Who was tempted in all points like as 
we are.” He perfectly shared the ex- 
perience, the thinking of every man. 
He suffers, feels with each of us. He 
knows! 


Nor was this compassion a wholesale 


term. Each wanderer is within the very © 


center of His love. There is no such 
thing as mass hunger, either of body 
or soul. He sees the man, the woman, 
the child, trying to muddle through 
without knowing the forgiving love of 
God, and His compassion sends Him 
to their side. How little compassion we 
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have for our neighbors, who find so 
little place for God in their plans. If 
we really believed that “he that hath 
the Son hath life, and he that hath not 
the Son hath not life,” how could we 
limit the mission of our churches to 
four walls? It is time to tour the vil- 
lages, the city streets, the countryside, 
and see with the compassionate eyes of 
Jesus the unreached, unsaved mul- 
titudes. 


Communication 

The survey of Jesus was more than 
a fact-finding tour. He went teaching. 
Our church school teachers would be 
better teachers in their classes if they 
spent more time teaching in homes and 
offices and factories, where they meet 
their neighbors. They have great news 
to communicate; the greatest in the 
world! There is an armistice to de- 
clare, a victory to announce. They may 
proclaim freedom from the dark fears 
and darker vices that hold their neigh- 
bors captive. Let their teaching be 
more than a half hour a week, how- 
ever inspiring. 

The teachers of our church schools 
touring their neigh- 
borhoods for Christ 4 
is a picture to stir 
the imagination. If 
our teachers can 
come close enough 
to their Master 
Teacher to share 
His compassion, 
communicating the 
Gospel will be a 
life work. Then 
their classes’ will 
grow and _ their 
teaching will glow 
with a new fire. It 
is zeal for souls, 
not techniques and 


Teaching 
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materials and equipment, that we so 
tragically lack. 


Commission 

The survey is made. Jesus has seen 
and understood the basic need of the 
multitude. Each lost soul must find 
God as He Himself reveals Him, the 
God who so loved the world. There is 
need to share the labor of the harvest 
and to multiply the workers. So Jesus 
commissioned the twelve to go two by 
two on a new tour of compassion. 

What an honor for these twelve men 
and what a responsibility! They are to 
be Jesus-men, speaking His word of 
invitation, His ambassadors. How they 
grew with each new commission ful- 
filled! His spirit toured with them. 

This is the pledge of His commission. 
Every commission is a great commis- 
sion and is followed by the great prom- 
ise, “Lo, I am with you alway.” No 


more seemingly talentless men could 
have been chosen for the commission. 
These twelve were such ordinary fel- 
lows, so stubbornly dull at times. But 
when Jesus calls, He offers power. His 
(Continued on page 23) 


SOME WAR CHARACTERS 


Chaplain EDWARD K. ROGERS Writes of Characters 1 


"Who Cross Life's Path" 


ONE can’t forget some characters who 
cross life’s path. It is always that way. 
There are always people who stand out 
from others for one reason or another. 
They are to be found in war as well as 
in peace. 

One such was the Scottish fisherman, 
Peter Bowie, from up above Aberdeen. 
We met him while his fishing “drifter,” 
as the small steam fishing vessels are 
called, was servicing a training trans- 
port in British waters. He couldn’t ply 
his trade because of the danger to fish- 
ing craft in the North Sea. Further- 
more, the government needed his serv- 
ice and his craft. He was paid, of 
course, and given payment for the use 
of the ship; but all that amounted to 
a mere fraction of what he had earned 
bringing herring to Britain’s tables. 

Yet Peter took it all with a smile, as 
did other skippers of the drifters we 
chanced to board as they carried us 
from ship to shore. We have admired 
the way in which the British made 
their sacrifices in the war—sacrifices 
not required of an American. 

Peter’s craft was old. He had built 
it—or had it built—when a very young 
man; and now he was in the upper six- 
ties. Just the same as when he had her 
built, he assured me, with the excep- 
tion that he had put in a new boiler 
a few years before and that was not the 
equal of the old boiler. 

The old fisherman’s face was just as 
it should be—wrinkled and weather- 
beaten. It was a kind face, wreathed 
in smiles when he was not busy bring- 
ing his craft alongside. Everything 
about Peter matched his face, for he 
was a fine person. Sea-faring profanity 
was not a part of him. He didn’t drink; 
neither did the crew. 

It didn’t take us long to discover 
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Peter’s sterling quality once wil 
crowded into the wheel house one da | 
to escape the wind and rain. A friend} 
ship sprang up which was cemente}j 
the next day with a gift of good pip 
tobacco for his old bowl. The trip}) 
about the waters seemed all too shot 
when he recited for us the old heroij) 
poems of the Scots. Other times 
would sing old Scotch ballads or pe 
haps the “Hallelujah Chorus” fro ii 
Handel’s “Messiah.” It was a sweq 
voice, mellowed by the years. You seg} 
Peter was the leader of the fishermen’ | 
choir in his village. The choir of hij) 
little church was a community affailf| 
which took the time of, and broug . 
joy to, the fishermen in the off-seasoi| 
weeks which found them at home iif 
the fishing village. It was a good choi 
too, for they would sing in the to 
of the surrounding territory. 

Yes, Peter was a fine old man of thi} 
sea and a man of God as well. If ‘| 


were not going on his drifter when 
came alongside, we never lost an op; 
portunity to salute him. When his craf 
was replaced by another on that pari} 
ticular run, we felt a loss of somethin} 
pleasant from our training days. 


A MAN FROM MAINE 

I sHALL always remember Captain 
He was a fine gentleman and compan3}} 
commander; the kind of man whos 
death is a real loss to his country. 

I learned to admire his crisp Main} 
speech and habits. His welcome whe1 
one visited his area was always warme¢ 
with a genuine smile. He didn’t seen} 
to have any vices; and even the habi 
of profanity seldom could lay its gras}] 
upon him. 

The Captain had been a_ schooa| 
teacher in peace time, and had his Mas J 
The Luthera| 


ter’s degree from an eastern university. 
He was widely read and was entitled 
to be called a man of culture. There 
was no need of conversation edging 
toward the trivial when you visited his 
pup tent or foxhole. He could talk in- 
telligently on history, social subjects, 
and literature. 

When opportunities for a few days’ 
leave would come during training days, 
he was anxious to see things of his- 
torical or cultural interest which might 
be near at hand. Recreation of ques- 
tionable value did not interest him in 
the least. What he saw or read stim- 
ulated him to thought. He could weigh 
causes and consequences and make un- 
selfish decisions for the common good. 
Some people never look ahead to see 
how actions and trends will affect the 
- future; but the Captain did. That is 
why I said the death of such as he is a 
real loss to a country. 

His company was a well-run organ- 
ization and came through many as- 
signments with few casualties—at least 
that was so until the day the Captain 
and many of his men were cut down 
by machine fire in a dawn attack. 
Problems were fewer there, and were 
handled better than in many com- 
panies. Military discipline was admin- 
istered with understanding, which was 
often worth more than the discipline 
itself. It is needless to say that the men 
of the company thought a great deal 
of their Captain. They, those who re- 
main, will remember him as a great 
character whom it was a privilege to 
know. 

While the Captain was a fine combat 
soldier, having been decorated for 
bravery, he was not a man to glory in 
bloodshed. More than once he said 
that he was a man of peace, and won- 
dered about the cost of war in destruc- 
tion, sorrow, and death. His mind was 
fixed on his school back home, on the 
farm he had, and his fine little family. 
In that, he is like many other Amer- 
icans of like sterling character who 
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are doing their duty with the forces of 
their country. They would rather live 
peacefully with their neighbors; but 
they do not flinch when circumstances 
map their duty in another direction. 


QUIETLY RELIGIOUS 

SERGEANT S. may not seem to be an 
outstanding person to some people, but 
he is to me. He is too quiet to be a 
good soldier in the ideas of some; but 
he is quiet with a tender nature, which 
is a good thing, for if he had a mean 
disposition, he would be a plague with 
his more than six feet of Texas brawn. 

I don’t recall to what church he be- 
longed, but he was a devout Christian. 
He liked an emotional type of religion, 
but not to an extreme. He never missed 
a church service when he could pos- 
sibly attend. He was really quite re- 
ligious, though quietly so. His religion 
was felt about him—so much so, that 
once I heard there had been attempts 
by some to break him of his rank be- 
cause he was too religious. If they 
thought his quiet religious nature in- 
dicated that he would not make a good 
soldier in the face of the enemy at the 
hour of combat, they were wrong. He 
always came through without bragging, 
as some did; while many of the loud- 
mouthed variety were continually com- 
plaining, too often showing a yellow 
streak in battle and taking advantage 
of any opportunity to get out of their 
hard fighting combat outfit. 

Sgt. S. had a good opportunity to get 
out of the regiment when he was 
wounded badly in both legs. I had de- 
cided that I would not see him again, 
and was pleasantly surprised when 
months later he came back. 

It happened this way. An enemy 
combat patrol had taken up positions 
in a group of farm buildings at the foot 
of a hill which our men occupied. When 
discovered, they had to be dislodged. 
Sgt. S’s platoon was one of several sent 
out to take care of the job. There was 

(Continued on page 15) 


THE FIRST MINORITY REPORT | 


The Report of Joshua and Caleb to Moses Proved Correct 
By ELMER SCHULTZ GERHARD, Philadelphia, Pa. 


To hand in a minority report has be- 
come a common practice in the affairs 
of men. The minority ever claims the 
right and the privilege to express its 
views, to present the other side of the 
controversy, to withhold approval, to 
refuse to be bound by any opinion or 
decision contrary to its own better 
judgment. In important cases before 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States, if there is a decided diversion 
of opinion, one of the dissenting Asso- 
ciate Justices frequently writes the dis- 
senting opinion, he hands in a minority 
report. Associate Justice Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes, Jr., wrote many such dis- 
senting opinions. The majority may not 
always be in the right, nor does it fol- 
low the minority is always in the wrong. 

In this connection one likes to think 
of Joshua and Caleb as handing in the 
first minority report in the annals of 
mankind. On their report depended the 
welfare and the destiny of the Israel- 
ites directly for at least a half century, 
and probably indirectly for all time 
to come. 

After the Israelites had crossed the 
Red Sea they met the Amalekites, a 
wild, lawless tribe. Moses committed 
to Joshua the choice and the leadership 
of the men who were to fight them. 
Joshua emerged as the victorious gen- 
eral who cleared the path from these 
tormenting robbers. He was also the 
personal attendant of Moses; for when 
the latter ascended the mountain to re- 
ceive there the Tablets of Stone written 
with God’s own finger, Joshua alone 
ascended the mountain with him, even 
to the cloud which veiled it, while 
Moses went within the veil. He fol- 
lowed as far as he was allowed, and 
was left to hold his patient vigil on the 
bare mountainside in the dreadful sol- 
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itude for forty days and forty nights of 
awe, but with an unshaken heart. Wher 
the two descended, there was a nois¢ 
of war in the camp. “This time the} 
sword had to be drawn against the 
Israelites because of their calf-wor 
ship.” 

After they had made amends fo} 
their insulting misdeeds against Jeho4}! 
vah, and after. the covenant was re-j) 
newed—on all of which they spent 1 
year—they resumed their  regulaaj} 
march from the jagged rocks of thai 
southern wilderness to the desert oj) 


Of these, Joshua, of the tribe ojf) 
Ephraim, was of course one. Anothexf 
one of the twelve was Caleb, 
Lion tribe of Judah. These twelve meri} 
were sent to spy out the land of Canaan 
to see whether the land was good onjf) 
bad, fat or lean; to see how many peo-H} 
ple were in the land and whether they! 
dwelt in camps or strongholds; and tal! 
bring back fruits of the land, for it wasj| 
the time of the first ripe grapes. 

In the valley of Eshcol they cut downi}) 
a vine with one cluster of grapes whichi], 
two men carried on a pole between} 
them. They returned after forty days} 
and brought back, as in the present} 
time, a majority and a minority report. 
They described the beauty of the land] 
and its fatness, a land that “flowethi 
with milk and honey.” But the ma-] 
jority of the spies saw also the great#) 
walls and the strongly fortified cities, | 
and the giants, and the half dozen) } 
enemies who dwelt around about—all]}) 
lions in their path. Then Caleb tried] 
to still the people, arguing that they) 
should possess it at once and overcome 
it. But again the other spies insisted } 
that they were not able to go up against 


The Litherah | 


these people, that the land ate up the 
inhabitants who were men of great 
stature, giants who made them feel 
like grasshoppers. 

Joshua and Caleb spoke undauntedly 
and were full of hope and trust. They 
knew that if Jehovah was with them 
they could conquer the land; but their 
voices were lost amid the doleful lam- 
entations of their ten colleagues. 
Throughout the night there was wail- 
ing and despair in the camp of Israel. 
By morning the whole populace had 
worked themselves up to such a pitch 
of senseless terror that they proposed 
to choose a leader to take them back 
to their bondage in Egypt. Joshua and 
Caleb—braver here than they were in 
spying out the land—reminded the 
people that He who had wrested them 
out of the power of Pharaoh could 
bring them into the promised land. But 
the people would not listen and, mob- 
like, strove to stone the two courageous 
men who dared to hand in a minority 
report. 

Because they murmured, the Israel- 
ites were condemned to wander forty 
years in the wilderness, a year for 
every day they spent in spying out the 
land; and until all the men of twenty 
years and upward had perished of a 
pestilence in the wilderness, except 
Joshua and Caleb, who alone showed 
that trust which is true courage, while 
a sudden plague swept away the ten 
fainthearted spies who handed in the ill 
report fashioned by the majority. 

Joshua lived thirty years longer. At 
the ripe old age of one hundred ten the 
old warrior went to his rest. Forty 
years he worked in the brick-kilns of 
Egypt, and for forty years he was tried 
in the wilderness, but he died in the 
promised land. “The book of the law 
never departed out of his mouth and 
thereon he meditated day and night.” 
The God of Joshua still lives. Joshua’s 
dying testimony was that not one good 
thing fails of all that God promises; it 
all comes to pass. 
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It is the minority which has in- 
variably stood in the forefront of many 
moral, social and religious conflicts, and 
achieved much of what is noble in the 
history of the world. 


“They are slaves who dare not be 
In the right with two or three.” 


Characters like Martin Luther, William 
Lloyd Garrison, Clara Barton, and 
many others took the “side of perfect 
justice, mastered by their faith divine.” 


“Count me o’er earth’s chosen heroes— 
They were souls who stood alone.” 


They are men like Joshua and Caleb 
who 

“Dare to be a Daniel 

And dare to make it known.” 


Such are the salt of the earth. To men 
of faith, giants are ever only grass- 
hoppers. One with God is a majority 
in power, though only a minority in 
number. 


National Lutheran Chorus 


THe National Lutheran Chorus, a 
choral group new to both the Nation’s 
capital and to the Lutheran Church, 
presented its first concert at the famed 
Potomac Watergate in Washington, 
D. C., June 13. The chorus -of 235 
voices was under the direction of Mr. 
R. E. Snesrud, a member of the Au- 
gustana Lutheran Church in Washing- 
ton, and a brother of the Rev. Alvin 
Snesrud of Chicago. The chorus con- 
sists of singers from twenty Lutheran 
churches in Washington and near-by 
Maryland and Virginia. Its officers and 
committees are made up of representa- 
tives from the four major synodical 
groups and the chorus is truly national 
in character since its members have 
come to Washington from thirty states 
and Canada. Future plans for the 
chorus include participation in a Ref- 
ormation Music Festival and presenta- 
tion of a concert the first of the year. 
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“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” of Concern to All 


ULCA SECRETARY GREEVER Previews 1946 Year Book's Significant 
Exhibit of the Church's Membership, Schools and Stewardship 


Tue statistics of the thirty-two constituent synods of the United Lutheraj} 
Church in America oe the 1946 Year Book have been tabulated and summarizeci | 


the evel picture of ‘the Church. These tatstics are for the calendar yea 


closing with December 31, 1944. 

The following advance olen is of- 
ficial, and the purpose is to give these 
statistics, which cover the United States 
and Canada, in a form which may be 
used with as much assurance as our re- 
ports will warrant, always remember- 
ing that there is yet much to be desired 
in accuracy and completeness in records 
and reports. 


Membership 

The summary statistics show a total 
of 1,787,025 baptized members, a net 
gain of 30,539, or a percentage of 1.74; 
a total of 1,282,103 confirmed members, 
a net gain of 22,963, or a percentage of 
1.82; a total of 857,860 communing 
members, a net gain of 17,311, or a 
percentage of 2.06. The figures show 
that 66.91 percent of the reported con- 
firmed members are communing mem- 
bers. 

Losses for 1944 are listed as follows: 
death, 15,955; certificate, 15,089; dis- 


missal (“otherwise”), 27,967; total, 
59,011. 

Gains for 1944 are listed as follows: 
adult baptism, 6,014; confirmation, 
35,251; certificate, 26,842; restoration 


(“otherwise”), 13,867; total, 81,974. 

A little more than startling is the 
fact, revealed here, that, if the gain of 
23,254 by confirmation of those trans- 
ferred from child membership is de- 
ducted from net gains in adult mem- 
bership, it shows a loss of 291 in adult 
membership. How far war conditions 
are responsible for this fact is a matter 
of speculation. It appears also that the 
net gain through souls won from “the 
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world” is no more than 3,911, or les}} 
than one for each of the 4,062 congre}} 
gations of the ULCA. What food folf} 
thought here!“ And what emphasis i 
made imperative for evangelism! It if] 
more than interesting to note in thilf) 
connection that the loss by death ij 

nearly four for each congregation, an 
the loss by dismissal (‘“‘otherwise”) i 
nearly seven for each congregatio 
and gain by restoration (“otherwise” | 
is about three and a half for each con#} 
gregation. Parochial reports do not inj}! 
dicate what is done with certificates olf! 
from what source they are received, bul 
it is suggestive to note that in 1944 aci##! 
cessions by certificate were reported aif! 
26,842 and losses by certificate 15,089}] 
For instance, where did the difference | 
of 11,753 persons come from? | 


Catechetical Instruction and Sunday 
School 

The reports fur 1944 indicate a total) 
of 53,437 young people under instruc-} 
tion in the catechism, which is a smalle4 
number than the previous year by 64 
Is this due to war conditions? 

It is a striking fact that the ULCAF 
had a net gain of only two congrega- 
tions, while it had a net loss of ons} 
Sanday school in 1944. A sadder fact if 
that the reports show a net loss of 5,44 | 
in enrollment in the Sunday schools 
An encouraging item is that enrollmen} 
in the Cradle Roll’increased by 8,444 

The total enrollment in Sunday 
schools is 573,864, nearly one-third o 
the baptized membership of af 
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Church, and a little more than the dif- 
ference between baptized membership 
_ and confirmed membership, which dif- 
ference is 504,922. 


Stewardship 

The reports for 1944 show a grand 
total of $24,220,367 as the contributions 
of the churches for that year, which is 
a per capita of $28.23 for communing 
members; $18.89 for confirmed; and 
$13.55 for baptized. Of this grand total, 
the sum of $19,127,628 or 78.97 percent, 
was given for local congregational sup- 
port, and $5,092,739, or 21.03 percent of 
the grand total, was given for “benev- 
olences.” The contributions for local 
expenses show a per capita of $22.30 
for communing members; $14.92 for 
confirmed; and $10.70 for baptized. The 
contributions for benevolence show a 
per capita of $5.94 for communing 
members; $3.97 for confirmed; and $2.85 
for baptized. 

The reports for 1944 show a total val- 
uation of congregational property to be 
$163,408,976, which is an increase of 
$2,101,254 over the previous year’s re- 
port. The total indebtedness on con- 
gregational property, as reported, is 
$10,247,518, a decrease of $2,937,339 
from the reported indebtedness of the 
previous year. Presumably this notable 
reduction in indebtedness and increase 
in valuation reflect a considerable item 
in the $19,127,628 contributed for local 
expenditures, as the item listed as “un- 
usual expenses” is $5,451,581. 

It is to be noted that, of the grand 
total of $5,092,739 for benevolence, the 
sum of $2,721,031 was disbursed through 
apportionment channels, and $2,371,708 
as “specials.” The apportionment chan- 
nels were: the constituent synods, 
$1,138,886; and the ULCA treasury, for 
the total ULCA program of missions, 
education, etc., $1,582,145. The “spe- 
cials” include direct contributions to 
educational and eleemosynary institu- 
tions, Lutheran World Action, desig- 
nated gifts to boards, etc. 
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Extra-parochial 

The data to be secured from various 
sources, other than parochial reports, 
would add much to the total picture of 
the resources and activities of the 
Church. For instance, the assets of in- 
stitutions and agencies have never been 
computed for a total. Some assets of 
the Church are listed nowhere else than 
in auditors’ reports which are accessible 
to comparatively few people—mainly 
those who read convention minutes. 
An effort will be made, before the pub- 
lication of the 1947 Year Book, to 
gather data for this particular record. 


Some War Characters 
(Continued from page 11) 


some hard fighting there for a time, 
and in the end the German patrol was 
killed or captured. We had our casual- 
ties of killed and wounded, and the 
Sergeant was one. He had been hit in 
both legs. 

When he had been brought back to 
his company he did not complain (sol- 
diers as a rule don’t complain much 
about wounds). When his Captain 
asked how he was, he sat up on the 
stretcher and looked at one leg and 
remarked that it wouldn’t cause him 
trouble; and then he looked at the other 
one and casually said that it might 
cause him trouble. 

He perhaps did not need to come back 
to his regiment. Other men were get- 
ting out of combat into rear area out- 
fits with lesser wounds; but he came 
back. Not because he liked war, for 
he had told me on the way to Africa 
how the thought of killing was revolt- 
ing to him. 

His Captain told me one day that he 


- did not often see soldiers with his calm. 


Shells burst, bombs dropped and bul- 
lets whistled past, but Sgt. S. always 
went calmly about whatever was at 
hand to be done. 

I would be mighty proud of an army 
like that soldier! 
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OBJECTIVES OF A SEMINARIAN 


THERE are at least three essential 
characteristics of the man who would 
be an effective Minister of the Gospel: 
First, he must possess a genuine Chris- 
tian character; second, his intellectual 
and spiritual attainments must be the 
highest of which he is capable; third, 
he must be thoroughly consecrated to 
the work to which his Lord and Master 
has called him. With such requirements 
in mind what will be the chief objec- 
tives the student must keep in view in 
pursuing his Seminary course, that at 
its end, he may realize his possession 
of these essentials? 
® The primary object of the Seminary 
from the intellectual side is that the 
student master its prescribed course 
of study. It furnishes the fundamental 
basis of the knowledge he must possess. 
It is of primary importance in the min- 
ister that he have the fullest possible 
knowledge of the truth included in the 
average Seminary course, always hav- 
ing as its base a detailed acquaintance 
with the whole Bible in its statement 
of facts and principles. The Seminary 
student who does not form the habit 
of systematic study, will never acquire 
this essential habit in the pastorate. 
The minister strikes the “deadline” just 
so soon as he ceases systematic work in 
his study. 
® The student ought to train himself 
so that the habits he forms will be 
helpers and not hindrances in his work. 
These should find expression in his 
whole personality, embracing his intel- 
lectual activity, emotional response, 
and voluntary control; also his per- 
sonal habits, social attitudes and con- 
tacts. These are all of great significance 
in the work of the ministry, and if not 


Some time before his death Dr. Dysinger 
spoke at the opening of the academic year at 
Western Theological Seminary, Fremont, Nebr. 
His message will be read with interest. The 
following are excerpts.—EprrTor. 
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By the late HOLMES DYSINGER 


cultivated in the Seminary, are likely 
to be lost sight of, and neutralize much 
of the otherwise beneficent influence off} 
a pastor in his congregation and in the]} 
community in which he resides. The 
refined courtesies of social relation—}} 
ships must be in evidence in all situa—]} 
tions in which he may find himself. If) 
the student does not acquaint himself} 
with the conventions of social life in 
the Seminary, and cultivate them in hisi}} 
association with*his fellow students, he} 
is in danger of ignoring them in his} 
wider contacts, and lose in personal in- 
fluence and helpful service. 
The principle involved has applica- | 
tion in every relation of the student’s} 
life. 
Seminary is preparing himself for loaf- 
ing in the pastorate, and especially inf} 
his study. His “undefined responsibili- |} 
ties” in the pastorate, in contrast with |} 
the prescribed work and program of 
the Seminary, will only furnish a 
greater temptation to procrastinate and |} 
put off unpleasant duties until another |} 
time. Self-mastery may well be re- 
garded as the crowning achievement | 
of Seminary training and discipline. 
® Another objective that the Seminary 
student should keep in mind is that of 
making friends of his fellow-students. 
To be a genuine friend is an achieve- 
ment and one of the greatest assets a 
minister can possess. To become one 
requires cultivation and the strictest 
self-discipline. To be governed by one’s |} 
admirations, rather than disgusts, costs _ || 
much self-denial and restraint and the 
largest measure of charity we can com- | 
mand. It will demand courage as well | 
as courtesy, self-restraint as well as 
frankness, disapproval as well as ap- 
preciation, firmness of conviction as 
well as a conciliatory attitude, even op- 
position as well as co-operation. 
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The Meaning of “Evangelical” 


“Wuat does the word ‘evangelical’ 
mean, pastor?” is a question that doubt- 
less comes at some time to every min- 
ister of the Lutheran Church. This lit- 
tle article is an endeavor to answer 
this question, and it also brings in the 
meaning of some other words which 
are closely allied to the word evan- 


gelical. 
The base word from which “evan- 
gelical” comes is the Greek word 


evangelos, good news, or gospel. With- 
out going into every detail of the term, 
it may be said that the evangelical 
conception of Christianity teaches that 
man is a lost sinner and can obtain 
eternal salvation only through faith in 
Jesus Christ. The word may be made 
clearer, too, by considering some other 
terms. The evangelical interpretation 
of Christianity stands in sharp opposi- 
tion to Roman Catholicism, which is 
bound by tradition, literally tied up in 
legalism, and dominated by its hier- 
archy (bishops and pope) and priest- 
hood. 

Evangelical is also a more exact and 
better term than Protestant, which, at 
least in popular terminology, describes 
anybody who is not a Catholic. Accord- 
ing to this usage, a person can be a 
Protestant and still not stand either 
for or against anything, and have no 
active connection with any church 
group. While the name Protestant 
dates from the second diet at Spires in 
Germany in 1529, when five princes 
and fourteen cities entered a solemn 
“protest” against the decrees of this 
diet, the word “evangelical” had its 
origin in the stress laid upon the 
preaching of the gospel (evangelos) by 
Luther and his co-laborers over against 
the errors, the legalism, and the fables 
of Rome. From the fact that the Re- 
formers preached the gospel in a pure 
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By HOWARD A. KUHNLE 


and simple manner and demanded that 
it alone be the true and unerring rule 
of faith and practice, they and their 
followers were called Evangelical, and 
they accepted the name. 

Again, there is an interesting con- 
trast with the word Protestant and its 
inclusiveness, because the “evangelical” 
idea surely excludes such groups as 
Unitarian, Universalist, Christian Scien- 
tist, Mormon, Quaker, etc., each one 
of which stresses something other than 
the evangelical doctrine. 


Evangelical Lutheran 

“But what about the term ‘Evan- 
gelical Lutheran’?” someone is likely 
to ask his pastor. 

This is the full title of any congrega- 
tion, organization, or institution in 
America which is truly Lutheran, al- 
though to complicate matters some- 
times the full term, “Evangelical Lu- 
theran,” is not used, but merely “Lu- 
theran.” This is apparently done for 
the sake of brevity and conciseness. It 
is probably safe to say that any or- 
ganization using the word “Lutheran” 
is also “Evangelical Lutheran.” In 
other lands, the title varies, although 
the term “Evangelical Lutheran” seems 
to be used. in most places. Some use 
“Evangelical” alone. In Sweden, the 
title is “The Swedish Church,” this be- 
ing a state church, Lutheran in doc- 
trine, and under bishops who have 
apostolic succession. 

It is an interesting observation that 
Dr. Martin Luther himself did not want 
to use the word “Lutheran” at all; but 
the word originated in the attempt of 
his enemies to cast derision on the Ref- 
ormation, as if they were saying, “This 
fellow is a follower of that scoundrel 
Luther.” 

(Continued on page 33) 


MUSINGS OF A 


THE puppy’s wails reached a new 
high, but I went on with my ironing. 
Of course, he missed the children after 
the way they’d spoiled him this past 
week. Joan had hardly let him out of 
her sight, except when she was asleep. 
Mark had been almost as bad. 

“But he’s so little,’ my son had pro- 
tested when I insisted that a comfort- 
able bed in the corner of the garage 
should be the puppy’s headquarters. 
“He’ll be lonely out there all by him- 
self when he’s so small.” 

“But one of these days he won’t be 
small. Why you had to bring us a 
collie pup, of all breeds, is beyond me. 
I’m surprised you didn’t look around 
for a great dane.” 

“T’ll see what I can do next year.” 

“You’d better not! One dog is enough 
nuisance. Any other animals invading 
the premises will be speedily escorted 
to the vet's.” 

After the first two nights, the puppy 
—I think of him as “the puppy,” for 
the majesty of his name, “Prince,” 
hardly suits such a bouncing ball of 
fur—had consented to sleep in the ga- 
rage. Being shut in there in the day- 
time was a different story. Sunday 
morning Joan closed the door on him 
before she went to Sunday school, but 
he whined and cried and kept up such 
a clamor all through the session that 
she had to take him out to the front 
porch during the church service. I 
don’t think the assignment displeased 
her exactly, but it certainly did nothing 
to help her pet adjust himself to the 
life of solitude he’ll have to lead now 
that she and Mark are off to school. 

For a few minutes there was silence 
from the garage. I drew a sigh of re- 
lief. Perhaps he was settling down. I 
pressed a pleat into Joan’s best dress. 
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MINISTER’S 
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PUPPY PRANKS—tThe Lathrops talk of Dictators | 


WIFE 


! 


Suddenly new shrieks assailed my ears | 
with such agonizing insistence that I |} 
turned involuntarily to shut off the | 
iron. 1) 

At the same moment, Jerry appeared }} 
in the duorway. “We'll just have to] 
do something about that dog. My desk |f} 
is piled as high with papers as Times 
Square on V-J Day, and I'll never get'} 
through with them so long as that din 
keeps up.” 

“I was just thinking the same thing. | 
And yet you know we’re just storing up |] 
trouble for ourselves. If we give in tof) 
him today, he’ll cry louder tomorrow. | 1 
Bad as training children, isn’t it?” 

Soon he was back with his arms full 
of wiggling, jumping yellow puppy. 
“Stop licking my chin,” he grumbled 
in mock anger. The puppy, deposited |} 
on his own feet, slithered across the |} 
linoleum. 

“Look out, puppy! This iron is hot. 
Oh, you little wretch, those were good 
stockings. I knew I shouldn’t put them |]) 
on this morning. But you couldn’t help 
it, could you? You were just so glad 
to see people.” 

“Finished your mimeographing?” j 

“The mimeographing’s almost fin- |} 
ished me. If I don’t soon get a secretary | 
to take some of these things off my |) 
shoulders!” | 

“Didn’t I hear your mother say 
there’s someone in their congregation | 
who does all the mimeographing for | 


the pastor?” | 

“Yes, but that’s the sort of thing very | 
few people would volunteer to do. No, } 
no, Prince, not shoelaces.” 1) 

“And still fewer would stick to it, if |] 
they did volunteer. I can imagine Mrs. | 
Gerber offering to do it. Oh, I shouldn’t 
laugh about her little weaknesses when 
she’s so sick.” 


} 
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“Sarah felt very much encouraged 
about her yesterday. When the nurse 
_ was out of the room, Sarah had a peek 

at the chart, and the fever was very 
much lower.” 

“Tm so glad. For all her lack of bal- 
ance, her heart is in the right place, 
and she’s a cheery sort of person to 
have around.” 

“She’s quite delightful in her own 
way. You just have to realize she’s not 
quite grown up, even if she is a grand- 
mother. Since I’ve learned that, I don’t 
take her offers of assistance too seri- 
ously. A successor might have his dif- 
ficulties.” 

“Are you thinking in terms of a suc- 
cessor? I thought I heard you tell Mark 
that, so far as you knew, those three 
men.in church on Sunday were ordin- 
ary visitors and you refused to play 
guessing games about them.” 

“T always let my better self speak to 
our children. I’m not enough of a 
hypocrite to pretend to you that I 
haven’t been curious about them. They 
looked like fine men.” 

“T suppose that’s what Mark meant 
by saying they had church council 
written all over them. I specially liked 
the looks of the one who seemed a 
grey-haired Walter Pidgeon. Down, 
puppy, down. You can’t get on the 
table.” 

“T’d like to stay and help you enter- 
tain our young friend, but that won’t 
get a letter written to the boys in the 
service. For my first peacetime letter, 
I’d like to say something more than 
the usual friendly gossip about the con- 
gregation here at home and the news 
of their friends in the service. Perhaps 
now that things are quiet on the 
Lathrop front, I can think of something 
worth saying.” 

‘T still haven’t gotten over the thrill 
of waking each morning to a peace- 
time world.” 

“Close the door into the hall, will 
you please? I don’t want the puppy 
getting at things in the living room.” 
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“Right you are. Look out, Prince; I 
don’t want to pinch your nose.” The 
door had hardly closed before it opened 
again. Jerry stuck his head in, keeping 
Prince from squeezing through, by some 
elaborate footwork. “If Mrs. Fernley 
calls, I had nothing to do with it. You 
are entirely free to refuse, so far as I’m 
concerned.” 

“Mrs. Fernley?” 

“She’s short a teacher for eighth 
grade released time, and she wants you 
to take the class.” 

“Kighth grade? Why, Jerry, you 
know that’s not my group, at all. I like 
to work with the little people.” 

“T told her that. I also told her that 
you are doing all you can handle. But 
she said she wanted to talk to you.” 

“But what about the Beginners in 
the Children of the Church? I haven’t 
been asked, but I was taking it for 
granted Id have that group.” 

“She seems to think that group is 
less important.” 

“And you didn’t set her straight?” 

“Have you ever tried to set Mrs. 
Fernley straight about anything? I told 
her about the importance of having 
someone in that department who could 
interest not only the children but the 
parents, and when I finished she said, 
Tl call Mrs. Lathrop on the phone and 
see what she says.’ ” 

“And you let her get away with it?” 

“I could have played the dictator, of 
course, but she’s doing a good job, 
lining up teachers and I have no desire 
to take that on, any more than I want 
to take on the running of the attend- 
ance campaign in the Sunday school. 
A one-man church, like a one-man 
government, may be more efficient for 
a while, but in the long run it isn’t 
healthy.” 

The puppy took advantage of Jerry’s 
eloquence to squirm between his feet 
and make for the living room. 

“Well,” said Jerry. “It looks as 
though this family has found itself a 
dictator.” 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


FORWARD IN FAITH! 
Galatians 5:25—6:10; Matthew 6:24-34. 
V-J Day celebrated victory of Jus- 

tice as well as victory over Japan. Win- 
ning a just and lasting peace is of more 
vital importance than winning a second 
world war, if it leads to a third. “Peace 
hath its victories no less renown’d than 
war,” wrote Milton; and St. John, “This 
is the victory that hath overcome the 
world, even our faith.” “Forward in 
faith,” is the only secure procedure— 
faith in one another as members of one 
big family, and faith in God as the 
Father of all. So many of Christ’s fol- 
lowers act on impulse, spurting forward 
with good intentions one moment, then 
sliding back into complacency. 


They that dwelt in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined. Isaiah 9:2. 

Have WE Won? We of the Allied 
Nations have completely routed the 
Axis aggressors. But have we won 
over the real enemies which caused the 
global conflict? David Lawrence com- 
mented that many of the provocatives 
of the war existed among the Allied 
Nations and were not traceable to 
Nazism and Fascism. He instanced un- 
fair economic practices irritating po- 
litical relations, and failure to halt ag- 
gression at the outset in Manchuria, 
mandated countries, and Ethiopia. Na- 
tional, racial, and class jealousies are 
found in every land. As Westbrook 
Pegler cited, “racial and religious prej- 
udices and intolerances” lift their ugly 
heads in America as elsewhere—along 
with godless communism—and were not 
“smuggled ashore from a German sub- 
marine in the dark of the moon.” The 
three Axis powers have been overcome, 
but has “the light shined” upon all in 
“the shadow of death’? 
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—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


Salvation is of Jehovah. Jonah 2:9. 

Gop AtmicHty Saves. The Assyria 
were world conquerors; but to the 
great capital came Jonah, the prophe} 
and told them with missionary ze) 
that “salvation is of Jehovah”—prqcf 
claimed as mightier than all the god 
acclaimed in the magnificent temples 
Nineveh as the bringers of victory. Re 
peatedly, evil aggression has given wal 
to counter-action of the forces of free} 
dom and righteousness. As said Isaia 
“The Lord hath made bare His ho 


salvation of our God.” At the call 
President Truman, we have acknow 
edged this dependence upon Almightj 
God when we met on the day of speci 

thanksgiving and prayer and offere 
“thanks to God for the victory we ha 
won” and united in prayer that “Hj 
will support and guide into the pat 

of peace.” “What we need,” said Pres 
ident F. C. Fry of the United Lutherajfi 


Church, “is not confidence in self b 
a bolder faith in God!” 


Your heavenly Father knoweth. Mat} 
thew 6:32. | 

Tue Heaventy Fatuer Knows. “Iif} 
God we trust,” is our national motto--[ 
but have we not trusted more in ou} 
mighty armies, navies and air forces} 
their bullets and bombs, their equip- 
ment and skill? Before the thousand} 
of scientists and war workers developec 
all these and the atomic weapon, the 
Creator conceived and created eacl 
erg of energy throughout the universe} 
In humility let us bow before Hin} 
with grateful recognition! Greater thar] 
all powers of destruction is the creative} 
and redeeming love of God Who has 
revealed Himself as the heavenly} 
Father and divine Saviour. 


The Luthera 


“This is my Father’s world; 
O let me ne’er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so 
strong, 
God is the Ruler yet.” 


Be not therefore anxious for the mor- 
row. Matthew 6:36. 

Do Not Worry. Jesus’ commitment 
of His disciples to the loving care of 
the heavenly Father is not. listless 
stoicism nor fatalistic belief that “what’s 
going to be will be—so why worry!” 
Faith in God’s care does not warrant 
carelessness or carefreeness; but it does 
assure the believer that his own best 
efforts are overruled and blessed by 
special providence and grace. A gov- 
ernment official warns that while we 
are deep “in the woods” today, sur- 
rounded by tall obstacles and deep 
shadows, the way to get out is to cut 
down “one tree at a time.” “One step 
at a time,’ “moment by moment,” is 
the way to get through life’s mazes, 
knowing that the sun shines above 
the shadows and God leads on. Or, 
in more positive and satisfying ad- 
vice of the Psalmist, “Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and He shall sustain 
thee”; and of the apostle, “In nothing 
be anxious; but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving let your requests be made 
known unto God.” 


Fight the good fight of faith. I Timothy 
6:12. 

Faito Wins. The spiritual warrior 
of the early church exhorts us to take 
up “the shield of faith,” wherewith we 
are “able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the evil one,” and also to “stand 
fast in the faith” and “fight the good 
fight of faith.” “The faith” of Chris- 
tianity is the supreme cause to be de- 
fended and advanced—but not by ma- 
terial weapons. The same number of 
wielders of “the sword of the Spirit,” 
God’s Word, as have carried the gun, 
and the same investment in missions 
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as, have been spent on armaments, 
would have saved the world from the 
colossal conflict. Archbishop William 
Temple in his book, “The Hope of.a 
New World,” writes concerning the 
function of Christian faith in the era 
ahead: “It is my conviction that only a 
freedom rooted in faith is able to sur- 
vive, or deserves to survive. .. . Every 
day it becomes clearer than the root of 
the main political problems of today is 
religious—the presence or absence of 
faith in God... . If life is to keep for 
us its dignity and value, we must find 
something to live and die in peace as 
in war.” 


Mercirut Father, Grant, we beseech 
Thee, that the liberty vouchsafed unto 
us may be continued to our children 
and our children’s children. Protect and 
prosper our beloved country, make us 
a people worthy to be entrusted with 
victory, and so use, direct and bless us 
that we may become Thy chosen in- 
struments in overcoming wrong and 
establishing truth and righteousness in 
the earth. Help us that we may not be 
confounded by the perplexities of this 
troubled world, but may be steadfast 
in our faith in Thee and in Thine eter- 
nal Kingdom; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 


Scripture’s “Book of 
Beginnings” 

THE Hebrews included Genesis in 
their earliest collection of sacred books, 
not because of its dramatic and narra- 
tive excellence, but because of the 
promises and covenants of God with 
their forefathers. These were part of 
Hebrew history, objects of Hebrew 
faith, and goals of Hebrew hope. Gen- 
esis points to the future. Its themes 
continue in both the Old and New 
Testaments. Our understanding of 
God’s Word would not be complete 
without it. 

—ULCA. Adult S. S. Quarterly. 
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HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT IN 
CHILDREN 


® Our little girl, eighteen months old, 
seems to be learning words very slowly. 
She uses only a few words. I wonder how 
many words children of that age may be 
expected to know or use. What can he 
done to speed up the language develop- 
ment? 

LancuaGE development of normal 
children depends upon two principal 
things: (1) the native intelligence of 
the child, and (2) the character of his 
environment. 

It has been found generally that chil- 
dren of low mental capacity experience 
a slow language development and they 
use but a small number of words at a 
given age as compared with brighter 
children. Learning words and their use 
depends also upon the people among 
whom they live. If their parents or 
caretakers take time and exercise pa- 
tience to talk to them a great deal, they 
will learn more words in a shorter time. 
And the kind of vocabulary they de- 
velop is determined by that of the per- 
sons with whom they have conversa- 
tion. If children from infancy lived 
with speechless people and never had 
contact with any other kind, they would 
never learn to talk as long as that con- 
dition prevailed. And if a child is deaf, 
he will not learn to talk unless he is 
taught by a method based on sound 
production, as Helen Keller and others 
have learned. 

Children generally know more words 
and expressions than they use, just as 
they understand numerous things of 
which they are not yet able to speak. 
Wide experimentation has shown that 
many children use two words at twelve 
months; four at fifteen months; five or 
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_ to avoid fights is inherently good, i 


by Ea & Radesill 


more at eighteen months; 275-450 4 
two years; 900-1,200 at three years 
1,500-1,800 at four years; 2,050-2,200 a 
five years; and 2,500 at six years. The: 
join two words at 21 months. Most diff 
ficulty is experienced with the soun 
of f, v, s, 1, and r. In all of these ma 
ters there is much variation from on 
child to another. 


q 


BOYS AT PLAY 


@ My seven-year-old son plays with thre} 
or four other boys of about his own ag 
One of them may be a year older. The? 
get along very well for a while, and the 
there is a fight. Almost every day there 
a fight. The boy who seems older is a reg? 
ular “bully.” He seems to think that he i 
the ruler of the crowd. My son is verif) 
generous with his playthings, and_ th 
others are constantly taking advantage al 
him. As I watch the performance throug) 
the window, it makes me so angry that 
feel like going and choking some of the 
I have not done anything about it les#) 
trouble with the neighbors may resuli 
What can be done? 

THE situation which you describif) 
may be duplicated in practically an} 
community. Such behavior represents 
the natural urges and feelings of thi 
youngsters plus the influence of theif) 
home and school life. Parents mus} 
take for granted that a great deal of if 
will take place. Perhaps you shoul« 
“board up” your window so that yow 
won’t see so much. Fights, arguments 
playing for advantage, desire to be su: 
perior, as well as the urge to tease aril 
parts of the day-to-day life of boys 
Perhaps your son should be encour 
aged to take his own part to a greate# 
extent. While the counsel of paren 
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needs to be supplemented with some 
more realistic advice. He should also 
be urged to value fair play and neces- 
sary compromises. 

Rather than interfere in youngsters’ 
squabbles, a group of the mothers or 
fathers, or both, could talk the matter 
over and decide upon joint efforts and 
influence in the direction of greater 
harmony. Perhaps if the parents would 
make possible a larger variety of activ- 
ities for the children the causes of con- 
flict would be reduced. In all your con- 
tacts with the group be friendly to all. 


VALUE IN NUMBERS 


@ I have a daughter who is 17. She is a 
junior in high school. She is doing well in 
school and is active in young people’s 
work in church. But she disturbs me a lot 
because she runs around with a number 
of boys. I have tried to get her to stop this 
habit, select the one she likes best, and go 
with him steadily. This she refuses to do, 
arguing that she likes all of them and 
wouldn’t know which one to select. How 
can I get her to see how silly her practice 
is and to settle down to better ways? 


JupGING by what you have stated, it 
seems to me that your daughter is right 
and you are wrong. Of course, you may 
have omitted some factors which would 
alter that opinion. Inasmuch as you 
say that the girl has a good school 
record, is active in church work, and 
prefers a number of boy friends to “go- 
ing steady,” she seems to be a fine type 
of person, with a sober outlook on life. 

At her age it is much better for her 
to become acquainted with different 
types of boys than to settle down to 
one before she can feel at all sure about 
that one. Every boy and girl ought to 
have a variety of associates of the other 
sex through high school and perhaps a 
while longer. They need an oppor- 
tunity to realize that there are differ- 
ent kinds, to understand the various 
types, to evaluate their qualities and 
traits, and gradually to become as cer- 
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tain as one can be about the qualities of 
personality which will best supplement 
her own, and to which she can be a 
satisfactory complement. 

Try to think this matter through to a 
different viewpoint, seek the confidence 
of your daughter, try to appreciate her 
ways of thinking, and you can probably 
be of a great deal of assistance to her. 


Reaching and Teaching 


(Continued from page 9) 

very call to teach is the promise of His 
helping Presence. What was true of the 
twelve is just as true of each teacher in 
our schools; yes, of each humble Chris- 
tian. It is time that all of us who love 
Christ and His Church, and believe in 
the church schools, move out from our 
four walls into the villages, teaching, 
persuading, witnessing, evangelizing. 
This is the promise of full tables in the 
church schools. 

We propose to have a million in our 
church schools by 1950. If we become 
concerned with figures, we may stoop 
to a thousand and one devices for pro- 
moting enrollment and attendance. War 
news has dulled our minds to the inter- 
pretation of numbers in the terms of 
persons. We read of mass destruction, 
of the thousands made homeless by one 
bombing mission, of whole nations 
doomed to starvation. God help us to 
think about people as Jesus did, and 
to think in terms of this son, or that 
father, or that child, until each one of 
that million we aim to have safe in our 
folds becomes a soul for whom Christ 
died. 


“Among so many can He care? 

Can special love be everywhere? 

A myriad homes—a myriad ways— 
And God’s eye over every place? 


“I asked: my soul bethought itself of this: 
In just that very place. of His 
Where He hath put and keepeth you, 
God hath no other thing to do!” 

—A. D. T. Whitney. 
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eros the Dosh 


EpucaTIONAL institutions of the 
churches are in the mood to welcome 
the return to a peace regime. They 
have found many handicaps in what is 
called “the accelerated schedule” of 
wartime. Since training for forms of 
national defense was given a distinct 
priority, and when speed was a vital 
element in supplying the nation with 
troops competent to engage the trained 
armies of the Axis powers successfully, 
the usual school vacations were re- 
duced from months to weeks. Thus 
approximately a year was subtracted 
from the length of time previously 
given to requirements for graduation. 

The unusual claims of “the emer- 
gency” were recognized and the re- 
quired changes in schedules made with 
admirable promptness. This immediate 
adjustment to a situation which con- 
tained possibilities of permanent in- 
fringement on this nation’s highly cher- 
ished scholastic freedom is testimony 
to the patriotism of America’s educa- 
tors. But the general expectation of 
return to pre-war regulations indicates 
the valuation of the peri! to free in- 
stitutions which ‘the leaders of our 
culture discern in the principles which 
the totalitarian forces were engaged in 
forcing the world to accept. Had col- 
leges, universities, theological semi- 
naries, and other graduate schools 
“stood on their constitutional rights,” 
they could have created a serious sit- 
uation. If on the other hand education 
is left under federal control, an in- 
valuable quality of democracy, is en- 
dangered. 

A ‘coriversation with a member of 
one of the theological ‘faculties of the 
United Lutheran.:Church in- America 
gave us the present situation from ‘the 
point: of. view .of students training for 
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the ministry. “These men have need 
of an old-fashioned vacation,” said the 
teacher. “They have been in school 
for five or six years, and they have 
gone stale from sitting in class rooms.” 
“Also,” he continued, “they are unable |) 
to engage in work during vacations that 
is of financial help, but which also 
serves to articulate them and_ their |} 
school preparation to the practical re- 
quirement of their profession.” 


REASONS FOR GLADNESS 

THE assertion assigned to Bishop 
Otto Dibelius of Berlin, Germany, cer- 
tainly presents a menacing future for 
evangelical Christianity in Germany 
and the adjacent Baltic provinces. The 
Bishop is reported to have said: “With- 
in forty years; there would not be a 
single German left in Europe, if the 
present death rate is maintained.” 
There is considerable time and space 
between the making of this comment 
and its arrival in the American press: 


We venture to sponsor the opinion that | \ 


if the Lutheran leader made such a 
comment, he said it before the ‘sur- 
render of Nazism and the cessation. of 
almost continuous bombings. 

But the act of surrender: promptly 
altered that threat of extinction by war, 
famine, pestilence, and captivity. Raa 
ports now reaching churches in’ Amer- 
ica, some of them from our own chap- 
jdins on duty with the American forces 
of occupation, indicate a policy of re- 
covering Central Europe and its people 
from the disaster into which they en- 
tered under fanatical leaders and ‘a 
false philosophy of life. 

It is neither in accord with the spirit 
of America nor just to the members 
of our Church who are citizens “of \a 
conquered..government to place them 
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beyond the limits of good will and the 
ministry of fellow believers. Lutheran 
World Action’s appeal for money and 
authorization of representatives of our 
congregations in the United States and 
Canada to make personal contacts in 
Germany and in the Baltic provinces 
does not aim to waste efforts on a van- 
ishing people. It is our hope and de- 
sire that they may escape from the 
darkness of heresy into the light of 
evangelical truth. 


NEXT TO "NEXT OF KIN" 

CONSIDERABLE discussion is in process 
concerning the “change over” from a 
war to a peace economy, and in some 
phases of the situation, the congrega- 
tions that have had members in uni- 
form have a deep and highly practical 
interest. In others, at least in so far as 
Lutheran churches are concerned, it is 
consistent with our principles to re- 
frain from direct participation. This 
attitude does not mean that our 
churches are indifferent to the issues 
involved. 

The fact is that the gharth does Hot 
by the nature of its functioning qualify 
as either industry or labor. Direct cor- 
porate participation in the conduct of 
either industry’s or labor’s policies and 
decisions is not likely to be satisfactory 
to either party or beneficial to the 
church. 

‘The correctness of cae above asser- 
tions is seen when one observes that 
the churches as such are neither em- 
ployers nor employees in the industrial 
sense of these terms. Also what one 
might call the commodity, for the pro- 
duction of which ecclesiastical cor- 
porations: are chartered,. namely, the 
worship of Almighty God, is not usually 
classified as “marketable.” And third, 
the number of persons “gainfully em- 
ployed” by congregations or denomina- 
tions is relatively small. 

‘But there is another relationship 
which makes it an inescapable obliga- 
tion of Christian citizens to apply as 
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great influence as they can exert—both 
as individuals and as fellowships upon 
the social, economic, and cultural pro- 
posals of our times. The groups of be- 
lievers, that is, the congregations that 
constitute the Church, are number 
three in the list of units of power in 
their communities. Number one on this 
list is the individual, number two is the 
family, and number three is the com- 
munity of believers, the congregation. 
As a part of this third group, it is the 
privilege and the duty of those who 
constitute the churches to examine all 
the projects for human betterment that 
are current and wise, and act upon 
them to the extent that they have 
merit. 

One priority is now definitely de- 
manding attention. Congregations 
should at once devise ways to consider 
all the proposals that come to their 
notice as we change to a peace econ- 
omy. First on a long list is probably 
the re-integration of the returnees to 
congenial places in church and civil 
life. This process may involve a com- 
plex application of fellowship. It has, 
we are told on good authority, psy- 
chological phases as well as economic 
ones. But the prompt procural of em- 
ployment is certainly one objective 
whose attainment for their members 
should be carefully studied by pastors, 
church councils, and committees, so 
that the greatest degree of co-operation 
can be applied in behalf of each fellow 
member. 

If the processes of “rehabilitation” 
are carefully studied, the congregations 
can have clear consciences relative to 
doing good to those who are members 
of their household of the faith. In- 
fluences direct and indirect may need 
to be applied to insure an equitable 
distribution of opportunities. There is 
no place for charges of sectarian and 
social discrimination until the resources 
of social unit Number 3—the com- 
munity of - Olrisiians= have eo ane 
plied.’ 
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THE CHURCH 


SCHOOL 


LESSON| 


The Family Handles a Crisis 


ky Nathan P2. Melhorn | 


Jacob's Surrender, Judah's Repentance, and Joseph's Love 
Foreshadow the Coming Messianic Manifestation 


Genesis 44:18-34. Sunday School Lesson for September 16 


By aN adjustment to our finite minds and limited understanding, the greatest andi 
most general of ethical principles are brought us in the incidents and decisions off) 
family groups. The hospitality at Bethany, the devotion of Hannah, the efficient strateg 
of the mother of the babe Moses, are in themselves local incidents in what might havej! 
been obscure lives. But under the direction of God they illustrate the good will of piousj| i 


people, the persevering courage of moth- 
erhood, and the brooding providence of 
man’s Creator. As the single drop of water 
has within itself the competence to divide 
a ray of light into a rainbow, so families 
by the character and conduct of their 
members may exhibit with fascinating ac- 
curacy the possibilities for good and evil 
which in the sight of God are typical of 
humans. The Bible gives awareness of 
the complicated qualities of mankind by 
the “cases” recorded in its pages. 


Judah, Fourth Son of Jacob 

Strikingly typical and generously sig- 
nificant are the incidents related in Gen- 
esis 43-45 inclusive, wherein are described 
the means by which Jacob, his family and 
their servants were brought out of the 
Jordan into the Nile valley. Transplanting 
an entire clan was not easily accomplished. 
It meant for those who made the journey, 
forsaking the area into the possession of 
which they had come under severe hard- 
ship and much fighting. To the children 
of Israel the Egyptians were aliens, idolat- 
ers, and self-confident of superiority. 

Because of crop failures in the land of 
which they had gained possession, they 
must move, or buy food, or starve to death. 
Their first decision was to buy sustenance 
for themselves. This meant a trip to Egypt 
and the purchase of what they needed in 
order to keep on living. 

It is not derived from the prejudice of 
anti-semitism to suspect that Jacob and 
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his family were not welcomed as bene | 
factors by the people from whom they too! | | 
Palestine. And since there was slow but, 
frequent communications between Egyptil | 
and Palestine, it is probably that the}, 
Egyptians and Hebrews knew each othe I) 
well and dealt with mutual cautiousness 
“Let the buyer beware” (Caveat emptor) |] 
might have been a business policy, evenif 
in those early days. | 
But another factor in the situation was} . 
within the family of Jacob. Their con-f) 
sciences troubled them. Their remem- 
brances of the past did not yield them 
confidence in their right to have relief’ 
from hunger and thirst. The famine andj) 
the suffering it inflicted on the men, theinf 
wives, and children could well be a formi) 
of punishment. They had taken property) 
by force and quarreled among them ) 
selves. But the high spot of their brutal 
ities was their treatment of Joseph, thei 
brother. Him they had imprisoned and} 
committed to perish slowly and excruciat—} 
ingly either by famine or attacks of wild} 
beasts. Their transgressions rose up to ac—] 
cuse them of guilt meriting punishment. | 


| 
i} 
i 
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The Price of Relief 

It is from this complicated background] 
that one of the nobler characters of the 
Hebrew people comes into practical prom—]} 
inence. Judah in his earlier years was} 
not more repugnant than his brothers ta} 
brutal means of gaining his own purposes. 
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But the spectacle of his father’s declining 
years -of sorrow deeply affected Judah. 
There was the prolonged period of uncer- 
tainty as to the fate of Joseph. Then super- 
imposed on that chronic anxiety were the 
specific worries due to famine. The com- 
bination produced an intensified deter- 
mination that the youngest of his sons 
should not be endangered. Judah’s per- 
ception of Jacob’s undeserved burdens was 
the occasion of consciousness of his own 
personal faults. The fires of repentance 
burned within him and he reached that 
degree of guilelessness from which the 
supreme form of love comes into being. 
He offered himself as surety for Benjamin 


.in a manner that touched the grieving 


mood of his father and moved his power- 
wielding brother, Joseph, to be merciful. 
Verses 18-34 of Genesis 44 is one of the 
most eloquent pleas for mercy in all lit- 
erature. By implication it indicates the 


extent to which human nature can be 
uplifted. : 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
September 10-16 
Judah’s Jie for Benjamin. Genesis 


44:18-29. 
T. Judah Offers Himself a Substitute. Genesis 
44 :30-34. 


W. Dishonoring Parents. Mark 7:6-13. 
Th, Rules for the Family. I John 2:12-14. 
F.” Parental Duty. Deuteronomy 31:9-13. 
Sat. Practical Helpfulness. James 2:14-18. 
S. Love is of God. I John 4:7-13. 


News and Views on Our Sunday Schools 


THERE should be 735,000 people in the 
Sunday schools of our Church this coming 
Sunday, for there are that many on the 
rolls of our schools. If we keep up the 
record of the past, about 35 percent will 
not be present. But why stick to an old 
record? Let’s make this a record-breaking 
year in Sunday school attendance. 


The first step is to get pupils and teach- 
ers to be regular in attendance. This is 
really essential if we are to do good teach- 
ing. A pupil cannot get real results from 
attending a school only 65 percent of his 
time. Start a “be regular” goal. 


The second step is to add new pupils. 
There are more than a million baptized 
members of our church who are not en- 
rolled in any Sunday school of the church. 
Surely this is a fruitful field. We don’t 
even have to go outside of our own fold 
to double, almost treble our Sunday school 
enrollment. But who is willing to stop 
with our own? Jesus never taught that. 
He said, “Go—Teach.” There are boys 
and girls, and men and women, in your 
community who ought to be in your Sun- 
day school. Perhaps some of them want 
to be, but they are waiting for an invita- 
tion. Let’s make this a record-breaking 
year and enroll new pupils. We have a 
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goal—A Million in Our Sunday Schools by 
1950. Perhaps, with all the prospects, we 
ought to be ashamed to stop at that. We 
can get more. 


The third step is an important step. It is 
—Hold your own. We cannot break a 
record if we win one and lose one. We 
must hold everyone. When there is an 
absences "be sure to check up. Write cards, 
telephone, visit. Bring them back. 


The fourth step is the most important 
step of all. Let’s get regular attendance, 
increase enrollment, and hold our own, 
not just to break a record, but to reach 
more with the message of Christ. Records 
should be broken only toward such an 
end, but this is a goal for which we should 
give our best to break all records. 

Let us hear of your records. We will 
be glad to publish them. 


Teaching Thoughts for September 16 

1. Ties of human brotherhood are close. 
Ties of spiritual brotherhood are even 
closer. 

2. The man who is willing to risk prop- 
erty, life, or limb for another is not far 
from the kingdom of God. 

3. The family that works, plays, and 
worships together is a nation’s bulwark. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


WE GO INTO ACTION—Acts 3: 1-26 


“Lorp, if to me the heavenly voice hath 
spoken, 
If that dread whisper all my soul has 
stirred, 
I dare not keep a silence Thou hast 
broken, 
Henceforth I yearn, and strive to tell 
Thy word. 


“What if I give my all to this endeavor, 
Youth fade, strength perish, life itself 


be spent? 
I shall have heard the Voice that speaks 
forever, 
And dying to obey, shall die content.” 


—C. J. Blake. 

Before the Ascension of Christ the apos- 
tles were mainly on the sidelines. Jesus 
was the center of action. Only when He 
pushed them out from the crowd into 
some line of duty did they undertake great 
tasks. All this is changed after Pentecost. 
Now they become the channels of God’s 
grace. They carry on their shoulders the 
responsibility for action. When the Holy 
Spirit gets in us, we are driven from with- 
in to seek outlet in service. 

Peter and John at the Gate Beautiful 
played the part that Christ would have 
played before His ascension. It is true 
that the power they had for the miracle 
of healing came from Christ: it was not 
anything they could do by themselves. 
Nor can we perform miracles of healing 
on the hearts of men or on society itself 
except by His power. We ought to have 
learned our human limitations by the mess 
we have made of our world. 


Sincere Action 

As we hear the beggar’s cries for heal- 
ing we must begin by disclaiming any hu- 
man power to help. Silver and gold would 
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not help much. We might furnish that. 
It was health the man wanted, and that 
must be God’s gift. 

The fact that the apostles did not have 
power to heal and knew it, did not keep 
them from trying with God’s help. They 
might have explained to the man that his | 
case was hopeless’and that they could do 
nothing for him. They might even have 
accused him of some sin that had caused 
his lameness. Then they could have ex- 
cused themselves by accusing him. 

They had faith—not in themselves but 
in Christ—and they acted on that. I shall 


always remember the motto suggested by 


one of our great Christian leaders who 
paraphrased the answer of Peter and John 
thus: “Such as we have we give unto you, 
and nothing more.” 

Well, what they had was enough. When 
we sincerely believe in the power of 
Christ, and when we lay aside all proud 
pretense of power, then God can use us 
for His miracles. 


Action and Faith 

The only action for the Christian is the 
outgrowth of faith. Faith is a dynamic, 
a stirring impulse to action. If we really 
believe in Christ, we just cannot help ded- 
ication to that for which Christ lived and 
died. 

There is a lot of “come and sit” in the 
church today. We think of the church or 
the League in terms of attendance, get- 
ting something in the way of inspiration, 
information or fellowship. All those are 
offered in the church. There was a time 
when most people seemed to think of the 
church as a refuge from the world, a place 
where we could go to save ourselves. The 
church is all that, but more. 

The questions fairly are: What is your 
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League doing for Christ? What is your 
program of action? How are you expend- 
ing the power of your faith? How differ- 
ent is your community and your world 
because of your church? What happens 
to those who worship there after service? 


Guides 

“Guides for Service Projects” is a fine 
little pamphlet published by the League: 
It offers a year-round program, with 
projects appropriate to each season. The 
fact is that any alert League can discover 
for itself many opportunities for Christian 
action. Consult your pastor about them. 
Discuss in League the things that your 
members could do personally and _ to- 
gether. 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, who died re- 
cently, once said, “The men who are 
hindering the coming of the Kingdom to- 


day are not the men outside with their 


open raucous blasphemy, but the men in- 
side who hurrah for Jesus, and applaud 
the Kingdom, and say, ‘Blessed is he that 
shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God,’ 
and all the while refuse His claim, His 
call, His ideal, by declining to submit their 
lives to Him.” 

Jesus Himself complained of the men 
who said, “Lord, Lord,” but did nothing 
about it. How He does want His disciples 
to say, “Lord, Lord,’ and follow it with 
the sincere demand, “What wilt Thou have 
me to do?” Let us make this fall and 
winter full of faith translated into action. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, September 16. 
Next week, “Youth Sunday.’ Secure the 
service, “Christians Leagued Together,” 
from the Luther League of America, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Worthy of Re-affirmation 
(Continued from page 2) 


to develop their own national life; 

“6. That we deem it unchristian to 
seek national aggrandizement, to sat- 
isfy greed for expansion and the ex- 
tension of unbridled commercialism by 
securing colonies and markets in other 
lands unjustly and to the detriment of 
less civilized peoples who are thereby 
exploited and hindered in their efforts 
to reach higher standards of life; 

“7. That in the intercourse of nations 
an honest and straightforward diplo- 
macy, and open and fair conduct can 
be developed only in agreement with 
the divine revelation of truth and right- 
eousness; 

“8. That mercy must temper justice 
in the demands of nations in place of 
severity and the claim of national 
honor based upon mere power; 

“9 That we believe the root of war 
to be sin, and consider it our duty to 
testify against all national and inter- 
national wrong; 

“10. That all such international laws 
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that aim to limit wrong, to make war 
less easy and to mitigate its conduct 
should be sacredly upheld; 

“11. That we favor all true demo- 
cratic movements as in accord with the 
principles of the Gospel and the spir- 
itual priesthood of believers; 

“12. That we discountenance all un- 
lawful and disorderly government and 
oppose every type of anarchism as con- 
trary to the will of God; 

“13. That we favor true justice and 
oppose all oppression of those that toil 
and all hindrances to their legitimate 
place and opportunity in human society; 

“14. That we believe that no concen- 
tration of power in the state will heal 
the ills of society, but that religion and 
moral convictions and motives are most 
necessary; 

“15. That we favor no socialization 
which disregards and injures the sacred 
rights and privileges of the single per- 
sonality; 

“16. That the Church is a distinct 
divine institution and the living organ- 
ism of believers who should not be dis- 
turbed in the freedom of their faith.” 
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BOOKS 


First-class Reference Book 


The Westminster Dictionary of the Bible. By John D. Davis. Revised and Rewritten by Henry 
Snyder Gehman. The Westminster Press. 658 pages plus a map index and 16 plates. $3.50. 


For several years the reviewer has had a copy of the fourth edition of the Davis | 


Bible Dictionary near his elbow in his study. It is the kind of reference work that 
fulfills a useful function in any library. A fifth edition, designed to keep the dictionary ]| 
abreast of Biblical scholarship, has now been issued under the supervision of the | 
original editor’s distinguished successor at the Princeton Theological Seminary. New 


articles have been added, many old 
articles have been rewritten, and the rest 
have been carefully checked. Of unusual 
interest and value are the new maps in- 
cluded in an appendix edited by Profs. 
G. Ernest Wright and Floyd V. Filson. 

Certain oddities of emphasis, which must 
presumably be charged to technical dif- 
ficulties, have been carried over from the 
earlier editions. For example, 72 lines are 
assigned to a relatively unsatisfactory 
article on the Lord’s Supper, 104 lines to 
a neighboring article on linen! On the 
whole, however, the new edition bids fair 
to eclipse its predecessors in point of 
utility and popularity. 

The editor has brought a wealth of 
serviceable material, new and old, within 
the limitations of space imposed upon him. 
Thus he has given fresh life to an old 
favorite without doing violence to the tra- 
dition of sober scholarship that produced 
the earlier editions. In its revised form 
the dictionary continues to be just what 
the first edition set out to be, namely, “a 
compendium of facts stated in the Bible.” 
Bible students in all branches of Chris- 
tendom will find it a handy and reliable 
tool. RussetL D. SNYDER. 


Theologians Report 


The Nature of the Church. By the American 
Theological Committee. Willett Clark. 127 
pages. 75 cents. 

Tue World Conference on Faith and Or- 
der at Edinburgh in 1937 provided for a 
Continuation Committee to work out in 
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detail a series of statements on the major 
items on its agenda. This committee in 
1938 voted to create an international The- 
ological Commission for the purpose of 
formulating a statement on the nature of 
the church—and asked the American Sec- 


tion to appoint a Theological Committee | 9 


in this country to co-operate with the 
Commission. 

The little book is the result of the five 
years’ work of this committee. The first 
part is an extended and valuable review 
of the methods of study of the principle 
results. Clarence Tucker Craig describes 
the objectives envisioned, the papers pre- 
pared, concludes with a clear summary of 
the general conceptions of the church that 
emerged from the committee’s discussions. 

There follows a series of eleven denom- 
inational statements (about ten pages 
each), by representatives of the following 
general bodies: Evangelical and Reformed, 
Lutheran, Congregational and Christian, 
Presbyterian Church of Canada, United 
Church of Canada, Disciples, Baptist, 
Brethren, Friends, Anglican, Presbyterian, 
Methodist. 

The denominational statements reveal 
wide divergence of understanding but 
these points of agreement: (a) The non- 
sociological origin of the church; (b) The 
non-historical source of the church’s life; 
(c) The relegation of polity to a non- 
essential status (Anglican statement ex- 
cepted). 

The book is valuable for a study-book 
for contemporary ecclesiology, as docu- 
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mentation for the deepening movement 
throughout Protestantism toward  spe- 
cifically theological categories of thought. 
The achievement of such proper categories 
in the fields of theology proper, and of 
anthropology, is a matter of record; here 
is heartening evidence of their acceptance 
in a division of theology latterly ruled by 
sociology, philosophy of history, history of 
religion. JOSEPH SITTLER, JR. 


Evangelical Sermons 


Light From the Old for a New Order. By 
Dallas C. Baer. Lutheran Literary Board. 2 
vols. 258 and 237 pages. $2 each. 

HERE are two volumes of expository ser- 
mons true to the name “Light From the 
Old for a New World Order.” They are 
based on the Eisenach Old Testament Les- 
sons for the Sundays and major festivals 
of the church year, and offer a refresher 
course in Old Testament preaching with 
a New Testament emphasis. 

The author, pastor of Immanuel Lu- 
theran Church, Norwood, Pa., is well 
known for his sermonic literature. 

These sermons have a modern tang 
without the taint of modernism. The heart 
of each message is Christ, the Saviour of 
men for every age. Pastors who follow 
the church year and who are eager for 
new applications of the old truth will find 
these sermons stimulating for thought 
starters. 

The author’s homiletic method is his 
own. It will not provide a crutch. The 
material is deeply evangelical, well illus- 
trated from the Word of God and the 
world of modern men, and will set the 
machinery of thought going to inspire 
original sermons. 

Since there are few sermons in print on 
the Eisenach Old Testament texts, this 
printing will be eagerly sought after by 
the down-to-the bed-rock and up-to-the- 
minute preacher. Here is prophetic preach- 
ing with high purpose combining “the 
forthrightness and daring of Isaiah and 
the penitential spirit of the Psalmist.” 

JoHN R. FEDDERS. 
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Higher Patriotism 


Land That | Love. By Irene LaWall. Wart- 
burg. 93 pages. $1. 

A German boy brought up in a min- 
ister’s family and later trained in a Hitler 
Youth group escapes to America on the 
passport of a deceased cousin. Past back- 
ground and divided loyalties foster an in- 
ner conflict; resulting in sympathy for his 
new country and astuteness in seeing 
through certain intolerances which often 
pass for Americanism. 

It is a pleasing story with some tension 
and good outcome. Without condoning 
any of the wrong, it explains the circum- 
stances of the German resort to Nazism— 
American smugness having given some of 
the push. 

Surprisingly or not, the American at- 
titude toward the central character in the 
story, a former Nazi, helped him to ap- 
preciate how it must have felt to be a 
Jew in Germany. He wondered “whether 
they were trying as hard to be good Ger- 
mans as I have tried to be an American.” 
“Anybody gets ugly when he is despised 
as inferior and kept from having his 
rights, whether he is a Jew, a Negro or 
Oriental.” A. L. ANGERSBACH. 


Relationships of Prayer 


Prayer and the Service of God. By Daniel 
T. Jenkins. Morehouse-Gorham. 135 pages. 
$1.50. 

THE author, an English Congregational 
minister, states that this is not just an- 
other book about prayer. He calls it “a 
preface to prayer.” He is concerned with 
the practice of prayer in relation to the 
whole of Christian teaching, in particular 
to the relationship between prayer and 
faith, in which he quotes Luther. 

In theology the book shows the influence 
of Barth. In subject matter it betrays 
Heiler. It argues for a revival of theology, 
vital Christian living, and devotion to the 
means of grace. It is timely in its appraisal 
of all this in relation to the needs of the 
postwar world. Davw A. MENGEs. 
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Consecrated Giving 
Dear LUTHERAN: 

One of our consecrated laymen, who is 
a true steward of his possessions, came to 
the writer recently with what I believe is 
a most unusual request. Said he: “I am 
making some bequests in my will to my 
relatives. The residue of my estate I want 
to set up upon the death of myself and 
my wife as a trust fund, and the income 
of the same I want to be paid to the Gen- 
eral Fund of the Synod of the Northwest.” 
He requested me as treasurer of the synod 
to consult the synod’s attorney and have 
him prepare the necessary statement to be 
incorporated in his will. 

In all my experience, I think this is the 
most outstanding example of intelligent 
giving. Here are a man and his wife who 
both know the Church and its work thor- 
oughly. Like other Christians, they may 
be more interested in certain of the 
Church’s activities than they are in others. 
But rather than specify certain objectives 
as beneficiaries—which is the common 
practice—they take the position that all 
the work of the Church is equally impor- 
tant. They are unwilling to exclude any 
of it. They believe that the synod and the 
United Lutheran Church are able to make 
a wiser division of the benevolences than 
an individual Christian can make, how- 
ever well informed. They are thoroughly 
committed to the “whole work of the 
whole Church” and they are acting ac- 
cording to this principle. 

The General Fund of the synod pres- 
ently is divided about two thirds to the 
budget of the United Lutheran Church and 
one third to the budget of the synod. 

This man and his wife are good stew- 
ards. They have now made provision to 
return to their Lord the talents which 
were entrusted to them by Him. They will 
have the joy of knowing that the money 
accruing to the Church from their bequest 
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will be used wisely and well for the 
Church they love. May others follow thei: 
fine example. 
J. K. JENSEN, Treasurer, 
Synod of the Northwest} 


5 5 | 
Time for Action 
Sturgis, Mich. 
Dear LUTHERAN: 


You are right.. We have talked a hun} 4 


dred years. Now let’s act. 
THe LuTHERAN, August 8.) 


(See page 20) 


A. F. (member of Missouri Synod). | 


Question Called 


Yonkers, N. Y. 
Dear LUTHERAN: 
Your recent 


editorial, “Question 


Called, was most heartening. There is nol 


doubt that there are many in all synods 


who would follow your lead and cry out: | 


“Question! Question!” 


Please give us more of that straight- 
from-the-shoulder common sense. It may] 
help to bring a speedier end to the rid-\} 


| 5 
i 
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iculous situation of a divided Lutheran\f — 


Church in America. E. S. 


Justice and Mercy 


Augusta, Ga. 
Dear LUTHERAN: 


THE war criminals are being dealt with; ] 


but what of the great masses of conquered i} 
peoples? What should our attitude be ee 
wards them? Are they going to have all 


long, harsh peace which may bring on) 
resentment and unrest? or a peace tem- 
pered with Christian ethics? Judgment of’ 
the war criminals, mercy for the masses, 
and faith in our own future, also chris- 


tianization and supervision should be our | 
aims. Corrections and attitudes may keep. 


the world safe. M. BRUNSTERMANN. 


The Lutheran 


The Meaning of Evangelical 
(Continued from page 17) 
Non-Lutheran Use of the Word 


"Evangelical" 

“I follow that pretty well,” the parish- 
ioner may say, “but I have occasionally 
seen the word ‘Evangelical’ used for 
groups which are obviously not ‘Lu- 
theran’ or ‘Evangelical Lutheran.” 

As a beginning, there is the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church. One place of origin 
of this group was in Missouri in 1840, by 
those who were sympathetic to the Prus- 
sian Union of 1817 in Germany. This re- 
sulted from the merger of the Evangelical 
Lutheran and Reformed Churches in 
Prussia. In 1877, various organizations 
which had been formed between 1840 and 
1877, united, and this group finally be- 
came known as the Evangelical Synod of 
North America. In 1934, the Evangelical 
Synod merged with the German Reformed 
Church to form the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. The German Reformed 
people came to the colonies early, being 
strongest in Pennsylvania, and their first 
synod meeting was held in Lancaster, Pa., 
April 27, 1793. An interesting detail about 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church is 
that it recognizes both Lutheran and Re- 
formed symbolical books. 

In Rochester, N. Y., there is a congrega- 
tion of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, which is frequently referred to 
by lay people as Lutheran. This cannot 
be true on two counts: (1) It does not 
have the word “Lutheran” in its title; and 
(2) It does not belong to any Lutheran 
organization. There is a congregation of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., which bears the name “St. 
Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church.” 

There is also an Evangelical Church. 
This had its beginnings in eastern Penn- 
sylvania in 1796, under the leadership of 
Jacob Albright (1759-1808). In doctrine 
and church government, it is patterned on 
the Methodist Church. Its chief centers 
are Naperville, Ill., and Reading, Pa. The 
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original name was the Evangelical Asso- 
ciation. There is also a split-off from the 
Evangelical Church known as the Evan- 
gelical Congregational Church, with con- 
gregations chiefly in eastern Pennsylvania. 


Evangelist and Evangelism 

Having gone this far, two other words 
ought to be mentioned; namely, evangelist 
and evangelism. 

An evangelist is one who carries the 
good news. In the most exact sense, there 
were four evangelists originally; namely, 
the writers of the four gospels of the New 
Testament, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. In Bible times, more especially in 
Apostolic times, as detailed in the book of 
the Acts of the Apostles, an evangelist was 
a missionary. Evangelists at the present 
time are merely preachers without a set- 
tled parish who travel from place to place 
conducting services, frequently known as 
revival meetings. 

A girl in the confirmation class recently 
had a question which really puzzled her, 
and one can readily understand her be- 
wilderment. She asked, “Can a Roman 
Catholic Church be Lutheran?” Upon in- 
quiry, it turned out that the church to 
which she was referring is known as St. 
John the Evangelist Roman Catholic 
Church—a beautiful name, to be sure; but 
the girl thought that Evangelist and Evan- 
gelical were synonymous—perhaps more 
of a tribute to a wideawake girl than to 
the strange similarities to be found in the 
English language. 

The other word is evangelism. There 
are different methods of evangelism, but 
the meaning is that of bringing the mes- 
sage of Christ to people. If any church 
neglects evangelism, it will surely die! 

After reading this recital of various 
words and various uses of the same word, 
perhaps some will conclude, “There ought 
to be a way to copyright words in the 
English language!” Yes, it’s true; there’s 
nothing to prevent any group from taking 
this word “evangelical,” or any other 
word, and using it as they see fit! 
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Lutheran Chaplains on Okinawa 


Tue LuTHERAN has recently received 
from the photographic department of the 
Marine Corps Photo service pictures taken 
on the much-talked-of island of Okinawa. 
Two in which Lutheran chaplains figured 
are shown on this page. 

The picture of a native family to whom 
Chaplain Larsen is giving attention re- 
minds one that in Okinawa and others of 
the Pacific islands there is a third party 
to this war. The American military forces 


SERVICE BOOKS WELCOMED 
Navy Chaplain Albert H. 


Schnake, former pastor of Grace 
Lutheran Church, Villa Park, Ill., 
supervises the loading of hymn 
books into a jeep on Okinawa, 


where he is serving with the Sea- 


bees. Chaplain Schnake is an 
alumnus of Carthage College, 
Carthage, Ill., and the Chicago 


Lutheran Seminary at Maywood, 
Ill. His wife lives in Villa Park. 
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and the Japanese are two: the third is the | 
native population. These people are of 
mixed racial connections who, under the 
Japanese regime, were “tillers of the soil” 
to an extent equivalent to enslavement. 
In the battles to take the island from the 
Japanese they have suffered losses of life 
and property and the disturbance of their 
traditions. Now they will be beneficiaries | 
of the freedoms which the United Nations 
in the San Francisco Charter have prom- 
ised to the underprivileged. 


VISITS THE NATIVES 


Chaplain William Larsen, for- | 
mer pastor of Bethany Danish Lu- 
Church, Roxbury, Mass., 
serving on Okinawa with a Ma- 
rine regiment, visits with some of 
the natives. Chaplain Larsen has 
been serving on Okinawa since 
the beginning of the campaign 
there. 


theran 


The Lutheran 


CENTENNIAL 
YEAR 


1845- 
1945 


Photo of Recitation Hall 
by Andrew Pavlin, Chicago 
Tribune 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


Education will play an important role in the rehabilitation of the world. Adequately trained 
young people will be needed, and will face great opportunities. 

Prepare now for YOUR position of tomorrow. Wittenberg offers a liberal education in a 
strong Christian college, where one hundred years of service to American youth have 
brought distinction and prestige. 

For catalog and other information address 


Rees Edgar Tulloss, President 


Wittenberg College - 


1945-46 SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS SEPTEMBER 10 


Twenty Years at Orrstown 


On the morning of August 5 more than 
500 people attended the twentieth anniver- 
versary services of the pastorate of the 
Rev. William J. Schultz in St. Paul Church, 
Orrstown, Pa. 

In his pastorate of this fine rural parish 
composed of four congregations—St. Paul, 


Orrstown; Salem, Pleasant Hall; Em- 
manuel, Upper Strasburg; and Zion, 
Chambersburg, Pa. (R. D.)—Pastor 


Schultz baptized 214 children, married 86 
couples, conducted 235 funerals, received 
into church membership 249, and preached 
3,428 sermons. The parish contributed 
almost $71,000 for current expense and 
benevolence. St. Paul’s was renovated 
four times; Salem was improved three 
times; Emmanuel and Zion were re- 
modeled twice. Zion Church is now in- 
cluded in the Letterkenny Ordinance Depot. 

The Rev. Snyder Alleman, Abbotts- 
town, Pa., and the Rev. J. Bruce Kaufman 
of West Union, W. Va., participated in the 
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- Springfield, Ohio 


service, the former preaching the sermon 
on “Temples,” and the latter acting as 
liturgist. Both guest pastors were bap- 
tized and confirmed in Salem Church and 
entered the ministry therefrom. 

Pastor Schultz and his wife have done a 
creditable piece of work in this parish, 
and in recognition of the untiring and con- 
secrated services of the good pastor and 
his helpmeet, Z. S. Brenize, president of 
the joint council, spoke words of fitting 
tribute at the close of the service. As a 
further tribute of esteem a purse of $200 
was presented the pastor. 


Dr. Bramkamp Retires 


John M. Bramkamp, D.D., Western 
Secretary of Transportation of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, has retired 
from the active ministry after fifty-two 
years of service, almost thirty-nine of 
which were spent in the Chicago area. Dr. 
Bramkamp is now to be addressed at 13 
North Merrill Avenue, Park Ridge, II. 
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Kochester—the Hower City 


SERVICES were held in most churches of 
Rochester, N. Y., in celebration of the end 


When in SAN FRANCISCO 


visit historic 


St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 


“Founded 1849” 
1135 O’FARRELL STREET 


Church School—9:45 A.M. 
Chief Service—11.00 A. M. 


Youth Vespers— 
6.00 and 7.00 P. M. 


J. George Dorn, D.D. 
Pastor 


IN SEATTLE 


A friendly welcome awaits you 


at 


Central 


Lutheran Church 


Eleventh Avenue at East Olive Street 
(Near Downtown) 


H. STANLEY HOLMAN, Pastor 


CHURCH SCHOOL 


DIVINE SERVICE 11:00 A. M. 


When in 
Baltimore visit 


TRINITY 
Lutheran Church 


2100 W. Baltimore St. 
Two blocks from the High- 
way No. 1 on Baltimore 
Street Car No. 15 from the 
center of the city direct to 
the church. 
P. S. Baringer, D.D., Pastor 
Matthew I. Wiencke, 
Assistant 
SERVICES 8:30 and 11:00 A. M. 
BIBLE SCHOOL 9:45 A. M. 


A Cordial Welcome to All 


By Howarp A. KUHNLE 


of the war. We now look forward to the 
return of our young people. Indeed, we 
are thankful to God that the long conflict 

is over. 


The Rev. Reed Albert Greninger has ac- 
cepted the call to St. Paul’s Church, Dans- 
ville, founded in 1809, the oldest Lutheran 
congregation and one of the oldest Chris- 
tian organizations in western New York. | 
He will succeed the Rev. William R. Fair- 
man, now pastor of St. Paul’s Church, East 
Port Chester, Conn. Pastor Greninger is a 
native of Loganton, Pa., received his bach- 
elor’s degree from Susquehanna Univer- 


sity, Selinsgrove, Pa., in 1938, was grad- | 


uated from the Lutheran Seminary in 
Philadelphia in 1941, and did graduate 
work at the University of Pennsylvania. 
He was ordained by the United Synod of 
New York in 1941, and since that time 
has been pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Nar- 
rowsburg, N. Y. He will take up the work 
in Dansville September 16. Pastor Gren- 
inger’s parents live in Rochester, and are 
members of Reformation Church. 


The Rev. William Long Dowler, pastor 
of Redeemer Church since 1926, preached 
his farewell ser- 
mon August 12, 
and has taken 
up the pastorate 
of thes Riasss 
United Lutheran 
Church of West 
Palm Beach, 
Fla. A  congre- 
gational farewell 
was held August 
9, and previous 
farewells were 
held by organ- 
izations of the 
congregation. 


The Rev. Alfred L. Beck, pastor of the 
Church of the Reformation, was the first 


Rev. William Long Dowler 
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guest speaker in the new series of Sun- 
day services at the University of Roch- 
ester, held for members of the V-12 naval 
detachment. 


The Rev. William M. Horn, pastor of the 
Church of Peace, was guest speaker at the 
lakeside vesper service at Webster County 
Park. This series of services is held every 
Sunday evening during the summer. 


The Rev. Eugene L. Stowell, pastor of 
the Church of the Resurrection, announces 
that the twen- 
tieth anniver- 
sary of the con- 
gregation will be 
celebrated in 
October. The 
first pastor was 
the Rev. Harry 
J. Kreider, Ph.D., 
Dias toto st. 
James Church, 
Ozone Park, 
Long Island. 
Pastor Stowell 
has served since 
January 1982. 

Our ministers’ wives group held a re- 
ception for two former members of the 
organization—who were summer visitors 
—Mrs. Frederick R. Knubel, wife of Dr. 
Frederick R. Knubel, president of the 
United Synod of New York, and Mrs. 
Frederick E. Reissig, wife of the execu- 
tive secretary of the Federation of 
Churches of Washington, D. C., Dr. Fred- 
erick E. Reissig. While here, Dr. Reissig 
supplied the pulpit of St. John’s Church, 
and addressed the closing “porch party” 
of the Council of Church Women, using 
the topic, “Uprooted Americans in Wash- 
ington.” 


Rey. Eugene L. Stowell 


The Rev. John A. W. Kirsch took up the 
pastorate of St. John’s Church, August 1. 
A congregational reception for the new 
pastor and his family was held August 8. 
The tentative date for Pastor Kirsch’s for- 
mal installation is September 23. 
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ROANOKE COLLEGE ---— 
in Virginia_ 
Offers A.B. and B.S. degrees 


Prepares for the study of law, business 
administration, medicine, dentistry, phar- 
macy, laboratory technology, library sci- 
ence, social service, and theology. Co- 
educational. Accredited. More than 100 
years of distinguished service to Church 
and Nation. Scholarships. 

the Virginia tradition, this old Lu- 
theran college offers the highest academic 
| hospitality to ambitious students. 


| CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
Salem, Virginia 


From Downtown St. Louis 
NEAREST UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


REEN MEMORIAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 


“A Church Where You Feel At Home” 
1034 S. KINGSHIGHWAY BLVD. 


CARL I. EMPSON, Pastor 


BIBLE SCHOOL 10:00 A. M. 
CHIEF SERVICE 
7:00 P. M. 


STREET CARS 
No. 51—Forest wae ae re 18—tTaylor Ave. 


USS 
No. 95—Kingshighway—No. 101—Vandeventer 
All stop one block from the Church 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 


First Lutheran Church 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, DD., Pastor 
Sunday Services 


9:30 A. M. 
11:00 A. M. 


“To be spiritually 
minded in life and 
peace.” 


Morning Service 
Broadcast over 
StaaWJAS 


The Church of the Holy Nativity, Endi- 
cott, the Rev. Paul J. Tritschler pastor, 
continues its remarkable record of giving 
for Lutheran World Action. Their contri- 
bution for 1945 is $533.40, which is 285 per- 
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cent of the quota. This congregation will 
celebrate its twenty-fifth anniversary in 
October. The present pastorate is the 
longest in the history of the congregation, 
Pastor Tritschler having taken up the 
work March 1, 1935. The congregation 
has made continuous progress, chief steps 
being the assumption of complete self- 
support, and the clearing of indebtedness. 


When in the Nation’s Capital Visit 


LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 


“The Church at the Luther Monument” 
Thomas Circle, 14th and N Sts., N. W. 
Sunday School for All Ages at 9:45 
The Morning Service at 11:00 


Fellowship Supper at 6:30 P. M. 
Luther Leagues at 7:30 P. M. 


L. Ralph Tabor, Pastor 


In St. Louis 
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU 


St. MARK’S 
ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


6337 CLAYTON ROAD 
(Just west of Forest Park) 
FREDERICK F. MUELLER, Ph.D., Pastor 
CHURCH SCHOOL : 
THE SERVICE 
STREET CARS 
No. 51—Forest Park—No. 16—City Limits 
BUSSES 
No. 93—Lindell—No. 98—McCausland 


THE FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3119 W. Sixth Street 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, D.D., Pastor 
In the heart of the Wilshire district. 
Morning Worship, 11:00 O’clock. 
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Among speakers at the meetings of our) 
Pastoral Conference this year were Dr.|} 
Hugh Chamberlin Burr, secretary of the) 
Federation of Churches, and Dr. Edwin)j} 
McNeill Poteat and Dr. Thomas Wearing, | 
president and dean, respectively, of Col-'] 
gate-Rochester Divinity School. High at- 
tendances continue to be the rule under 
the leadership of Pastor Beck. 


We greatly enjoy the vigorous editorials } 
of the Rev. Robert W. Stackel in the}) 
monthly Messenger of Emmanuel Church. 
We quote from the latest issue, the title 
being, “What Does Emmanuel Need} 
Most?” 

“There’s a deep question. What would|} 
you answer? Some feel that what we 
need most right now is a larger seating |j) 
capacity in church. If our attendances 
grow—and they will—where will we put} 
the people? This is a towering need. 

“Others feel that what we need just as 
vitally is the completion of our educational if} 
building. Two different meetings still can- 
not be satisfactorily held on the same eve- |] 
ning in our plant. When the Fellowship |] 
Forum meets, for example, the Luther 
League hardly dares sing a hymn for its|} 
devotional service in the next room. In- 
dividual classrooms for our Sunday school, |} 
or even departments meeting separately, |] 
are out of the question now. Here is an-| 
other pressing need. 

“Still others feel that before either of 
these two, we need to pay off our debt. 
During almost the whole of Emmanuel’s 
history she has been heavily debt-ridden. 
For once we ought to wipe out our in- | 
debtedness, which now stands at about. 
$23,000. No one can deny this urgent need. 

“But is there not a need which underlies 
these three and any others? That is need 
for a courageous faith in God. If we take | 
all three of the above-mentioned needs 
together, they stagger us. How can we 
ever do them all? What we need most of. 
all is such a faith in God’s help and guid- 
ance that we shall be utterly confident that 
God will show us which to do first and. 
which next, and how to do them all.” | 
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G the Wing 


The Pacific Synod Endeavors to 
Do Its Task 


By Mitton J. BIEser 


The Rey. J. L. Sawyer, 
President of the Pacific Synod 


Amone the 762 mission congregations 
aided by the Board of American Missions 
to the extent of $278,200 in annual salaries, 
and $2,223,000 in Church Extension loans, 
$5,000 goes to eight missions in salaries, 
and $80,000 to fifteen congregations in 
loans; in all, to 23 of the 27 congregations in 


The Pacific Synod 


This synod, covering the northwest cor- 
ner of North America, extends from Cali- 
fornia to the North Pole and embraces the 
states of Washington and Oregon, Alaska 
and British Columbia, all fringing the 
Pacific Ocean along a distance of 3,000 
miles. For ten years the synod’s territory 
constituted the western portion of the am- 
bitious Northwest Synod, organized in 
1891. But in 1901 this group decided to 
“go it alone,” and the Pacific Synod took 
shape in St. James Church, Portland, Ore., 
September 26, 1901, by ten ministers and 
five laymen drafting, adopting and signing 
the constitution. Today the synod has on 
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MIAMI 


When in America’s Civilian and Military 
Health Center Visit 
HOLY TRINITY 
United Lutheran Church 
Eighth Avenue S. W. and Second Street 
LUTHER A. THOMAS, D.D., Pastor 


CHURCH SCHOOL, 9:45 A.M. 
THE SERVICE, 11:00 A. M. 
VESPERS, 7:30 O’clock 


A hearty welcome awaits you 


Welcome to Des Moines, Iowa 


ST. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


SIXTH AVE. and KEOSAUQUA WAY 
This downtown church especially wel- 
comes visitors, and men and women in 
the Service. 

Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., Pastor 
Services at 9:15 A. M. and 11:00 A. M. 


its roll 38 ministers, 28 congregations, al- 
most 8,000 baptized members, 5,000. con- 
firmed members and 3,000 communing 
members. The property valuation is a half 
million dollars. 


Status 

Among its 31 ULCA sisters, the Pacific 
Synod stands twenty-seventh in age. 
Three synods have fewer congregations, 
and five fewer confirmed members. Synod 
has met in sixteen different places, and 
now has its tenth president, the Rev. J. L. 
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Vi] arion s 


Co LLEGE Marion, Va. 


founded 1873 


A JUNIOR COLLEGE of the 
LUTHERAN CHURCH—FOR WOMEN 


—First two years of college work in 


home-like environment 
Liberal Arts Pre-Nursing 
Music Pre-Social Work 
Business Education Pre-Technician 
Home Economics 


—Last two years of high school work 


For information write 
The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box K, Marion, Va. 


WANTED—ORGANIST AND 
CHOIRMASTER 


at the English Lutheran Church of The Re- 
deemer, Jersey City, N. J. Mail applications, 
stating experience and salary required to: 
Mr. Harold Brunton, 37 Wegman Parkway, 
Jersey City, N. J. 


WANTED—MINISTER OF MUSIC 


(Organist-Director ) 
at Messiah Lutheran Church, Williamsport, Pa. 
Mail applications, stating qualifications and sal- 
ary expected, to: Mr. G. Norman Wilkinson, 
323 George Street, South Williamsport, Pa. 


WANTED 


A house-mother for boys at the Andover 
Children’s Home, Andover, Illinois. Write to 
the Superintendent. 


AGENTS WANTED 


We need 500 Christian workers to sell our 
splendid religious line of Christmas cards, 
stationery, novelties, plaques, books, Bibles 
and other religious merchandise, 


Send for our large agents catalog. 
THE BOONE PUBLISHING CO. 
P. O. Box 200 Des Moines, lowa 
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PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
THE LIBRARY 


Sawyer, since 1940. The Rev. W. I. Eck }} 
has been secretary of the synod since 1916. , 
The Rev. T. A. Jansen has carefully com- 
piled the statistics for fifteen years, and 
Mr. Marvin Johnson has had his hand in 
the till for thirteen years. 

Synod has Midland College and Western | 
Seminary, Fremont, Nebr., on its budget. 
and is sending most of its students there. 


Needs 

If there is need anywhere in North 
America for evangelism and home mis- 
sions, it is decidedly on the Pacific Coast, 
and especially an the territory of this | 
synod, where only one fifth of its teeming 
multitudes are in the church. They come 
here from all parts of the United States 
and elsewhere to find gold, work, health, 
recreation, rest, or pleasure. They are find- 
ing most of these, but they are not finding |} 
their church, for they have left it behind | | 
or never had ‘one. They live without the 
church and their children are reared ac- 
cordingly. But that is the very reason |} 
why the church is needed here. 


There Are Exceptions 

However, there are some noble excep- 
tions; Corp. Warren Buschbaum, a mem- 
ber of St. Peter’s, Milwaukee, Wis., was | 
transferred from the Panama Canal Zone 
to Camp Lewis, near Tacoma. He went 
out of his way to find a ULCA congrega- 
tion, and through the Service Center in 
Tacoma, where we are known, he came > 
to Fircrest and offered his*services. He. 
is a godsend. He gathered a class of boys 
in Sunday school and sits with them in 
church. He often performs double duty 
and night work in camp in order that he | 
may be in our Sunday school and church | 
on Sundays. Warren has secured permis- — 
sion to live with us in our home “off the 
campus.” 

There are others also who are much in- 
terested in our work. Lieut. and Mrs. C. S. 
Miller and her relatives from Palmyra, 
Pa., and a number of others are among 
the active workers. A number reared 
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right on this territory are also giving their 
time and talents as teachers, organists, 
and leaders to this work. 

The work may be tedious, disappointing, 
even discouraging, and very slow, but it is 
the Lord’s work. “The quitter never wins, 
and the winner never quits.” Therefore, 
“Let us not be weary in well doing.” 


Dr. Voigt, Assistant to 
President Arnold 


THE appointment of Dr. Otto E. Voigt 
to the position of assistant to the pres- 
ident, has been announced by Dr. Henry 
J. Arnold, pres- 
ident of Hart- 
wick College, 
Oneonta, N. Y. 

Dr. Voigt is a 
graduate of 
Hartwick Acad- 
emy, Class 1913, 
and of Witten- 
berg College, 
Class of 1916. In 
1919 he com- 
pleted his the- 
ological work at 
Hartwick Semi- 
nary. During 
1942-1944 he did graduate work in educa- 
tion at State College, Albany, N. Y. 

He served as pastor at Emmanuel, 
Chatham, and Christ Church, Ghent, for 15 
years and at St. John’s, Altamont, for 13 
years. He has been a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Hartwick Seminary 
since 1922, and treasurer since 1924. 

The past year, Dr. Voigt has been prin- 
cipal of the Union School at Oswegatchie, 
N. Y., where his daughter, Doretta H., 
Hartwick 42, has been teaching for two 
years. One other daughter, Eleanor, will 
enter Oneonta High School in September. 

Dr. Voigt assumed his new position 
July 15. During the current year, he will 
devote the greater portion of his time to 
the financial program of the college and 
the “Victory Appeal.” 
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Dr. Otto E. Voigt 


Users Of The 


CHRISTIAN GROWTH 
SERIES 


Place orders for second year materials 
immediately if youhaven’t already done so. 


Read the eight-page Supplement to the 
bulletin on the CHRISTIAN GROWTH 
SERIES. It gives information on second 
year materials and describes its units. It 
was sent with periodical notices and is 
included in a circular mailing to pastors 
and superintendents. Copies to others on 
request. 


a If your Sunday school isn’t using the 

Christian Growth Series, a sample packet 
including a set of first quarter materials 
for pupil and teacher is available at 75 
cents to schools considering this ma- 
terial for introduction beginning the first 
Sunday in October. Limited to one set 
and restricted to new users. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 Spruce St., Phila. 7, Pa. 
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t 5 More Days... 


until 


MIDLAND COLLEGE 


begins its 58th year 


wd 


of service to 


Youth and the Church. 


Why not let it serve YOU? 
Fall Term Opens Sept. 10 


University accrediting, co-educational, B.A. 
and B.S. degrees, social life, athletics, small 
classes, individual attention. 


For catalog write: George P. Krebs, Field 
Secretary, Midland College, Fremont, Neb. 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED I. GREWE, D.D., Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10.45 A. M. 


When you choose a 
Bible at your book- 
store, be certain it 
is the King James 
version ... best loved 
in churches and 
homes... today, and 
through the years. 


National BiBLes 


SINCE 1863... AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
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Whhbes-Barre Vlews 


Co-operative Enterprises Flourishing 
By G. Epwarp Knapp 


The Lutheran Co-operative Committee 
of Scranton and Vicinity at a recent meet- 
ing elected the following officers to serve 
for the coming year: Mr. Albert P. Hoff- 
man, Sr., Christ Church, Scranton, pres- 
ident; the Rev. G. Edward Knapp, St. 
Peter’s, Scranton, vice-president; Mr. 
George Schroeder and Mr. Fred Pletcher, 
both of St. Mark’s, Scranton, secretary 
and treasurer, respectively. Committees 
were appointed to (1) arrange for the 


“All-Lutheran Sunday School picnic” held |} 


co-operatively by the ULCA churches of 


Scranton; to plan the Scranton Lutheran | 


Leadership Training School for the fall; 
to make arrangements for the annual 
Reformation Rally at which the Rev. 
Arthur G. Marcell of Transfiguration, 
Philadelphia, will preach. Pastors of the 
co-operating churches were appointed as 
a committee to outline a program of greatly 
expanded activity. Suggestions to which 
this committee will give consideration in- 
clude: the publication of a quarterly bul- 
letin, which will contain items of general 
church interest as well as news from the 
local congregations and which will be sent 
to a mailing list embracing the total mem- 
bership of the co-operating churches; and 
the assigning of a pastor as counselor to 
each of the following groups: men, women, 
youth, young adults. 

Under the sponsorship of the Co-opera- 
tive Committee the Luther Leagues of the 
area have formed a co-operative associa- 
tion of their own to arrange for area ral- 
lies, outings and conferences. At the or- 
ganizational meeting June 28, William 
Schmidt of St. Peter’s was elected pres- 
ident; Griff Janes of St. Mark’s, vice-pres- 
ident; Vivian Notari of St. John’s, secre- 
tary; and Margaret Hamm of Christ 
Church, treasurer. Robert Rayner of St. 
Peter’s and Louise E. Klinkel of St. John’s 
were appointed publicity and extension 
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chairmen, respectively. A youth rally is 
planned for October. 


Congregational Items 

Extensive repairs, in anticipation of the 
100th and the 50th anniversaries, respect- 
ively, were made by St. Paul’s, Wilkes- 
Barre, the Rev. Carl J. Schindler pastor, 
and Christ Church, Wilkes-Barre, the Rev. 
Harold G. Deisher pastor. 


An appeal for debt reduction in connec- 
tion with the approaching 25th anniver- 
sary has been inaugurated in Holy Trinity, 
Kingston, the Rev. David A. Menges pastor. 


Sister Anna Cressman of the Philadel- 
phia Motherhouse was the guest speaker 
at a Deaconess Service held in St. John’s, 
Wilkes-Barre, recently. A reception was 
held for the associate pastor, the Rev. 
C. W. Steffy. Neighboring pastors brought 
greetings of their congregations. 


St. John’s, Sayre, feted the newly in- 
stalled pastor and his wife, the Rev. and 
Mrs. Franklin T. Smith, August 13. The 
congregation is planning the construction 
of a parish hall as a permanent memorial 
to the late Rev. Edwin M. Beysher, who 
at the time of his death early this summer 
was recognized as the dean of the area 
clergymen. The church council has al- 
ready authorized the engagement of an 
architect to’ draw plans and specifications 
for the proposed structure. In addition, 
extensive alterations will be made to the 
church. 


St. Mark’s, Wilkes-Barre, is presently 
supplied by the Rev. Harold G. Deisher, 
pastor of Christ Church, Wilkes-Barre, and 
also president of the Wilkes-Barre Con- 
ference, due to the vacancy caused by the 
death of Pastor W. A. E. Schewe. 


The Brotherhood of St. Peter’s, Scran- 
ton, has just purchased a 16 mm. Victor 
sound motion picture projector to be used 
for educational and entertainment pur- 
poses in the Sunday school and in the 
various auxiliaries of the congregation. 
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There are many situations which can be 
taken care of successfully by an American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreement. 

It can be planned to provide for you, a rela- 
tive or friend. And when once it is arranged 
there is no further bother ... Just accept the 
check which arrives at regular intervals. 

For over 100 years, those checks have never 
failed, regardless of business conditions. 

Then too, there is great personal satisfaction 
in helping extend the world-wide ministry of 
the Bible. 

Let us send you a booklet entitled “A Gift 
That Lives?’ It tells you about the plan and 
how it works out. 


American Bible Society, | 
Bible House, New York 22, N.Y. 


| Please send me, without obligation, your book- 
| let L-46 entitled ‘‘A Gift That Lives?’ 


Cw ob cintesveslorgutonsssigetoesocisioassaptnpesioedasotres SS EOE sovccnsecrcarerseseconssrees 


St. Luke’s, Noxen, the Rev. Henry C. 
Kraft pastor, will celebrate its fiftieth an- 
niversary in October with special services. 


Chaplain Dedicates Chapel 
Chaplain B. E. Wentzel, U.S.N.R., for- 
merly pastor of the Hobbie Parish, has 
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—25— 
Wears of Service 


A quarter of a century of 
devotion to Christ in the 
midst of Jewry: 


Witnessing through the 
spoken and printed word to 
Jews throughout the land. 


Making the Holy Scriptures 
available in English, He- 
brew and in Yiddish— 
Filling up the Body of 
Christ by adding to it souls 
out of Israel. 


ef at Salem See) 


Hebrew Lutheran Mission 
1503 E. Baltimore St., Baltimore 31, Md. 


INORTHWESTERN 


LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


“At the Center of U. S. Lutheranism” 
An experienced teacher at the head of 


every department 
Fully Accredited 


THIRD QUARTER OPENS SEPT. 25 
New School Year Opens January 3, 1946 


For catalog and information write to the 
president 
PAUL H. ROTH 
2827 Girard Ave., North, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


NEW PULPIT ROBE 


of DISTINCTION 


\\ Adds Appropriate Beauty 


K to any Service of Worship 


iN rN Wide Range of Materials Available Now 
®\ Write for Catalog 
CAP AND 


COLLEGIATE coun'ce 


117 -N. Wacker 366 Fitth Ave. 
CHICAGO 6, ILL. NEW YORK 1, N.Y, 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL 


dedicated a chapel on one of the southerr; 
Philippine Islands. The chapel was built 
almost exclusively by natives. It seats 35€}} 
people and has as its crowning glory arj} 
ancient iron bell that was originally part 
of an old Filipino church. In a letter tc 
this correspondent, Chaplain Wentzel 
writes: “Last Sunday we held our first 
service in our new chapel. We had tc 
build it with native labor and native ma-}} 
terials, a claw hammer, saw, Bolo knife 
and American nails. Cocoanut and pal 
leaves for shingles, coral sand for floor 
with a white parachute serving as an alta 
drape and a red parachute as a dossal/ 
Other units are ‘coming to get dimensions 
(30’ x 70’) and pointers to build theirs.’ 
Commenting upon his daily experiences 
he continues: “The going is tough an 
rough really. All of the toughest you se 
in news reels, mud and all. For seventeerx 
days I did not have my rubber boots o 
except to crawl onto my cot at night. No 
the heat (120 degrees) is on. It is terrific.” 


Improvements at 
Philadelphia Seminary | 


From the Seminary’s spruced-up Bul-|/ 
letin, comes this augury of a new day in) 
the way of physical equipment. The Board. 
of Directors has announced plans for a 
$100,000 drive, to be used for the purchase} 
of a president’s house, purchase of an-\f 
other property which cuts into the cam- 
pus, renovation of the Library, Lecture 
Hall, Refectory, etc., repairs and improve- 
ments to seven professors’ houses, fencing} 
and improvement of grounds, including 4 
walks, drives, etc. The newest of the 
seventeen buildings on the campus is over’ 
33 years old, and the average age is nearly’ 
55 years. Major improvements have ng 
been made for more than 40 years. 

Of the total goal of $100,000, upwards of 
$10,000 has been subscribed by members 
of the Board of Directors. The faculty 
have pledged an additional $1,000. Other 
pledges and contributions are being re-_ 
ceived from interested friends who have. 
learned of this effort. No general appeal 
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will be made throughout the church, but 
any friends who are interested are invited 
to make their contributions or pledges di- 
rectly to the seminary, marked “Property 
Improvement Fund.” 


Dr. Arbaugh Returns to 


Teaching 


The Rev. George B. Arbaugh, Ph.D., re- 
signed the pastorate of First Lutheran 
Church, West Allis., Wis., effective Sep- 
tember 1 to accept a professorship at 
Augustana College, Rock Island, Ill. This 
ends a pastorate of two years in a sub- 
urban Milwaukee church, during which 
the congregation grew in membership and 
in financial stability. The indebtedness 
has been completely paid and the prop- 
erty is in excellent condition. A substan- 
tial fund is on hand for the purchase of a 
pipe organ. 

Dr. Arbaugh went to West Allis from 
Carthage College, where he had been a 
professor for six years. He had also served 
congregations in Dubuque, Iowa, and in 
Hartford, Wis. 


The Golden Victory 


By CAROLENE NOLDE STONER 


In memory of all those who gave 
their lives in the service of our country. 


THE soaring dove of peace 

Once more lifts snowy wings 
Above a weary world. 

Thy hand hath brought release; 
To Thee our nation sings 
"Neath starry flags unfurled. 
Yet seldom a glorious gain 
Without a bitter loss; 

Never a golden victory 

Without a purple cross. 


Wars must be fought and won; 
While on her altar high 

Sweet freedom’s torch burns bright; 
Before her, one by one, 

Those who for her did die 
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March onward in her light. 
Seldom a glorious gain 
Without a bitter loss; 
Never a golden victory 
Without a purple cross. 


Peace must be sought and won, 
Striven for, prayed for, desired; 

Till land by land, and soul by soul, 
The nations stand within the sun, 
And peace, to which they all aspire, 
Is reached, a shining goal. 

Then let us cherish gain 

Won by such bitter loss; 

Peace is the golden victory 

Glorified by the cross. 
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| PAINTINGS 


Mural and Altar 
‘|| JOHN KROGMANN 


| ARTIST 
_, Studio 3, 3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


GC wns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern oe 
boo kers, communion linens. 
logue on request. 


J.M. HALL, INC. 


Office and Saleszroom, 
14 W. (6th 8t., New York Tel. CHickering 4-3806 


FLAGS 


U. S. and SERVICE FLAGS 


Wm. Lehmberg & Sons, Inc. 
138 N. 10TH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


VESTMENTS 

for Choir and Pulpit 

Hangings - Ornaments, 

Supplies - Etc. 

Catalog free on request. 
The C. E. Ward Co. 
New London. Ohio 
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Congregations 


Brookville, Ind. St. Thomas Church paid 
off its remaining indebtedness last fall, and 
a considerable balance was left in. the 
treasury. This they decided to use in re- 
decorating the interior of their church, and 
$2,000 was spent for this purpose. 


Milan, Ind. Student Warren W. Powell, 
a senior in Hamma _ Divinity School, 
Springfield, Ohio, has accepted a call to 
St. Paul’s Church, Milan, and will begin 


‘Sl aInaD: BLASS. 


hae 1010-W-GENESEE: ST $] 
E rte DO eee cu ae Re 
BZ ORIGINAL: DESIGNS ® & ER 


CLERICAL PULPIT ROBES 
Choir Gowns in All Styles 
CASSOCKS 
SURPLICES — STOLES 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
ALTAR LINENS 
CLERICAL SUITS — CLOAKS 
RABATS—RABAT VESTS—COLLARS—SHIRTS 


Inquiries Invited 


C. M. ALMY & SON, INC. 
562 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


The organ for chapel 
or cathedral ... known and 
respected by every de- 
nomination. 


@ Send for 
brochure 


. Conference. 


work in this parish November 25. He is i 
son of the late Dr. M. I. Powell, formerly 
Superintendent of Missions for the Ohi« 
Synod. 


Napoleon, Ind. The Rev. H. M. Hauter| 
pastor of St. John’s Church, has an- 
nounced that the congregation recently 
installed, dedicated and paid for a two- 
manual pipe organ. They also contributec} 
$400 to Lutheran World Action, and are} 
making splendid progress in their benev- 
olent work. This congregation will cele; 
brate their 75th anniversary September | 

n 


Whitestown, Ind. Student Raymo 
Heine, a member of Trinity Church, For 
Wayne, Ind., and a senior at Hamm 
Divinity School, Springfield, Ohio, has ac; 
cepted a call to the Whitestown-Ne 
Augusta Parish, effective November 17. 

Wilmington, Del. An overflow congre4p 
gation was present to mark the celebra-}) 
tion of the third anniversary of the pastor 
ate of the Rev. W. Robert Miller as firs 
pastor of St. Mark’s mission congregatio 
August 19. 

This congregation held their first serv-} 
ice January 11, 1942, and since that time}, 
the confirmed membership has increased 
from 88 to 196; baptized membership from}! 
105 to 285; the Sunday school from 89 taj! 
150. Two women’s organizations wer 
formed with more than sixty members; } 
Married Couples’ Club with more than 5(j 
members; Junior and Young People’s} 
Choirs with thirty members; and an active} 
Luther League has won numerous mem-} 
bership increase and attendance awards in 
the Penn-Del District and the Philadelphia} 


The congregation is benevolence-minded| 
and the full apportionment is a regula 
item of the budget. The parsonage debi 
has been reduced $4,500, the curreni 
budget for local expenses of $4,400 is more 
than double that of the first year, and the 
building fund campaigns toward a chure 
property have brought in pledges and cash 
of approximately $10,000. 
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Thank God for Peace 


By FRIEDA MARTINI BUCHEN 


Peace of God, like starlight calm, 
Soothing all our fear and sorrow, 
Filling life anew with hope 

For a fairer, dawn-bright morrow; 
Peace of God, we yield to Thee; 
May Thy miracle of healing 
Wrought of old in Galilee, 

Softly o’er our spirit stealing, 
Make of us Thy channels lowly, 
Other troubled hearts to bless 
With Thy benediction holy, 
Thine unfailing tenderness! 


WOMEN’S MEETING 


The sixty-third annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Maryland will be held at 
the Church of the Reformation, Caroline and 
Lanvale Sts., Baltimore, Md., October 3 and 4, 
the Rev. Howard F. Reisz pastor. Due to ODT 
rulings it is necessary to meet again in_Bal- 
timore. Ruth E. Heberlein, Rec. Sec. 


CONFERENCE 


The fall meeting of the New York Confer- 
ence of the United Lutheran Synod of New 
York will be held Wednesday, September 26, 
at Christ Church, West 153d Street, east of 
Broadway, New York City. Holy Communion 
at 10 A. M. 

ULCA Conference on Stewardship, with the 
Reva - Drs Franklin C. Fry and Dr.. Cc... C. 
Stoughton, at 8 P. M. Paul John Kirsch, Sec. 


TRIBUTE OF ESTEEM 
Dr. George F. Seiberling 


At the recent meeting of the Board of For- 
eign Missions, the following resolutions were 
adopted on the death of Dr. George F. 
Seiberling: 

“The Board of Foreign Missions regrets 
deeply the death of Dr. George F. Seiberling, 
who served so faithfully and as wisely, the 
best interests of our widespreading work. In 
him the members of this Board had an example 
of one who ‘walked before the Lord in the 
land of the living.’ We humbly submit to the 
will of the Lord and know that our heavenly 
Father gives comfort and strength daily to 
Mrs. Seiberling. ; 

“Voted that this expression of appreciation 
of Dr. Seiberling’s life and service be recorded 
in the minutes, and a copy be sent to Mrs. 
Seiberling, THe Lurueran, and The Foreign 
Missionary. 

(Signed) Dr. Wm. F. Zimmerman, 
Messrs. I. C. Bucher and J. C. Korn. 


OBITUARY 
Peter Altpeter, D.D. 


Peter Altpeter was born in Rochester, N. Y., 
May 7, 1868, and died at the home of his 
brother-in-law, Alf. Diefenderfer at Sheridan, 
Wyoming, August 8, 1945. ; 

He was graduated from Thiel College in 1892 
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GOWNS 


FOR CHOIR AND PULPIT 


Select Moore Gowns for an in- 
spiringly beautiful appearance 
for years to come. Styles for 
adult, intermediate and junior 
choirs in many beautiful mate- 
rials. Write for FREE Choir Ap- 
parel Style Book C20, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP70. Ask 
for Budget Payment Plan. 


Confirmation Gowns— 
Rental or Sale 


E-R-MOORE CO. 


932 Dakin St. 425 Fifth Ave. 
Chicago 13, Il. New York 16,N. Ye. 


Aeolian-Skinner 


ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 


Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 


Boston, Mass. 


x 
% Acoustical Qompany 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 1ON 
Church Acoustics 


5 5868 Carnegie Avenue, Cleveland 15. O} 
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and from the Philadelphia Seminary in 1895. 
Dr. Altpeter served the following churches: 
Trinity Church, Rochester, N. Y.; St. John’s 
Church, Catawissa, Pa.; Atonement Church, 
Buffalo, N. Y.; and First Lutheran Church, San 
Diego, Calif., 1923-1925. Since he retired from 
the active ministry in 1925 he lived at Bonita, 
near San Diego. ; : 
The surviving members of his family are his 
widow, Mrs. Rose Altpeter; three daughters, 
Mrs. Henry Chapman and Mrs. Greta Griswold 
of Bonita, Calif., and Mrs. Channing Mason 
of LaMesa, Calif.; one nephew, Lieut-Col. 
Peter Altpeter, serving the Army of the United 
States overseas; and five grandchildren. 
Services were conducted by his pastor, the 
Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, First Lutheran Church, 
San Diego, Calif., and his body was laid to 
rest August 14 in Glenn Abbey Memorial Park 
at Chula Vista, Calif. Erwin A. Vosseler. 
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Earth bas no sorrow.... 


These books will bring consolation, comfort and 
strength to those who mourn the loss of a dear 
one either as the result of the war or otherwise. 


LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED* 


A choice selection of religious poetry, hymns, Bible verse 
and Scripture. 15 cents, $1.50 a doz. 


THE BRIGHTER SIDE OF DEATH* 

By Henry B. Williams—A comforting message showing 
those who have suffered the pain of earthly parting can sur- 
mount grief and uncertainty. 30 cents, $3.00 doz. 


COMFORT FOR THOSE WHO MOURN* 
By O. V. Armstrong—Nearly a hundred pages of consoling 
Scripture, poetry and prose. 50 cents. 


FROM SUNSET TO DAWN 

By Leslie R. Smith—Thirty-eight brief meditations incor- 
porate the most comforting messages from the Bible and other 
writings, tested and found helpful to the people of our day 
who have lost loved ones. $1.00. 


A BOOK OF COMFORT 


‘Compiled by Eric Parker—An anthology of poems and ex- 
tracts selected from the Bible and other sources. The scope of 
this collection will make it a “book of comfort” for all be- 
reaved at all times. $1.50. 


SHADE OF HIS HAND 


By Victoria Booth Demarest—From the well of her own 
tragic sorrow, the granddaughter of William Booth uses the 
Scriptures for consolation through a series of themes with 
illustrative poetry and prose. $1.00. 


THE WILL OF GOD 


By Leslie D. Weatherhead—Straight thinking about God’s 
part in personal loss and world disaster. Gives the basis for 
a firm understanding of problems of suffering, grief and faith. 

75 cents. 


* These booklets are made up with attractive covers, presentation page 
and envelope, making them practical for distribution by pastors on pastoral 
visits or by mail, 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


Chicago || Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 


